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PALO CORONA REGIONAL PARK PUBLIC WORKSHOP # 2
The following is a summary of public comment and input from Public Workshop #2, held in Seaside on November 
15, 2017, and Carmel on November 16, 2017. This meeting asked the public to share their thoughts on the Design 
Alternatives (with a focus on the Rancho Cañada property) developed from the feedback gathered from Workshop and 
Survey #1.

Both preference dot boards and a handout questionnaire was used during the Workshop #2 meetings to survey meeting 
attendants about their preferred elements from each of the design alternatives, and survey questions were later posted 
online for public participation from November 23 through December 15. There were 83 attendees that signed in at the 
public workshops and 56 participants completed their questionnaires, with some choosing not to participate in the 
dot board exercise or hand in their questionnaire. 510 respondents started the online survey, with 414 respondents 
completing the survey.

MEETING QUESTIONNAIRE
The following questionnaire was provided at the public workshop.

INTRODUCTION

CARMEL, CA  •  MONTEREY PENINSULA REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT Please visit our website at palocorona.org
PALO CORONA REGIONAL PARK

Please circle and/or fill in your answers to the following 
questions:

1. Where do you live?

 _________________________________________________

2. How did you hear about this meeting?

 _________________________________________________

3. What elements of Alternative 1 do you like the best?

 a. _________________________________________________

 b. _________________________________________________

 c. _________________________________________________

4. What elements of Alternative 2 do you like the best?

 a. _________________________________________________

 b. _________________________________________________

 c. _________________________________________________

5. What elements of Alternative 3 do you like the best?

 a. _________________________________________________

 b. _________________________________________________

 c. _________________________________________________

6. What additional comments do you have?

 a. _________________________________________________

 b. _________________________________________________

 c. _________________________________________________

 d. _________________________________________________

 e. _________________________________________________

7. Which of the design alternatives do you like the best?

 _________________________________________________

8. Do you feel this process for Palo Corona Regional   
 Park GDP is heading in the right direction?

 a. Agree  b. Neutral  c. Disagree

9. Do you feel that MPRPD is doing a good job managing  
 the planning proces for Palo Corona Regional Park?

 a. Agree  b. Neutral  c. Disagree

COMMENT CARD Workshop #2

ALTERNATIVE 1 - ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION & EDUCATION

PALO CORONA REGIONAL PARK
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ALTERNATIVE 3 - COMMUNITY ART & WELLNESS
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ALTERNATIVE 3 - COMMUNITY ART & WELLNESS
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ALTERNATIVE 2 - COMMUNITY GATHERING & RECREATION
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DOT BOARD EXERCISE
Dot boards were posted next to presentation boards to gather input on the preferred elements from each of the 
Alternative Plans during the public meetings (examples shown below). Pens were provided at the dot board stations for 
the public to write-in any additional preferred elements during the exercise. The questions were adapted to fit an online 
survey format and provided via an online survey to allow for greater community participation.

INTRODUCTION
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HANDOUT QUESTIONNAIRE AND ONLINE SURVEY
Additionally, a handout questionnaire was used to gather further input, and the following questions were asked on the 
questionnaire during the workshop meetings (examples shown below). The questions were adapted to fit an online 
survey format and provided via an online survey to allow for greater community participation. 

The comments and write-in responses recorded on the questionnaires during the public workshop and provided by online 
survey respondents were combined in this summary and are organized by question. 

INTRODUCTION
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WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 1
QUESTION 1: WHERE DO YOU LIVE?

Public Workshop

Online Survey
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37.5%
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WRITE-IN RESPONSES

QUESTION 1: WHERE DO YOU LIVE?
1. Salinas

2. 5th Generation Prunedale, Monterey County

3. Santa Cruz

4. Watsonville

5. San Luis Obispo, ca

6. Paradise 

7. Santa Cruz, CA

8. Santa Clara 

9. Salinas

10. Monterey disc golf club

11. Aptos,ca

12. Santa Cruz

13. Salinas

14. Salinas

15. Soledad

16. Royal Oaks

17. Lived in Carmel but recently moved to Texas

18. Oakland but moving to Carmel in 2019

19. Royal Oaks

20. Santa Cruz

21. Salinas with business in Carmel

22. Pebble Beach

23. Palo Colorado

24. Salinas

25. Santa Cruz

26. I will be moving there next year and had lived there 
1970-1990

27. Salinas

28. Salinas

29. Salinas behind toro park

30. Toro

31. Hollister

32. Prunedale

33. Laureles Grade

34. Corral de tierra

35. Salinas

36. San Benito county

37. 68 corridor

38. Salinas

39. Salinas

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 1
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WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 2
QUESTION 2 : HOW OLD ARE YOU? 

NOT ASKED AT PUBLIC WORKSHOP

0.2%

5.4%

10.3%

12.7%

17.1%

30.0%

24.3%

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0%
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60-69

70+
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WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 3
QUESTION 3 : HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THIS MEETING?

QUESTION 3 (ONLINE SURVEY) : HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THIS SURVEY? (CHOOSE ALL THAT APPLY)

Please note that this number reflects the total number of 
responses (multiple responses per respondent), not the 
total number of respondents.

Public Workshop

Online Survey
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Other (please specify)
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WRITE-IN RESPONSES

QUESTION # 3 :  HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THIS 
MEETING/SURVEY?

1. Point Lobos Foundation

2. Sustainable Seaside

3. Carmel Valley Association email

4. RC dog park

5. Carmel Valley Association email

6. Sustainable Seaside

7. Carmel Valley Association email

8. Carmel Valley Association email

9. World Affairs Council of Monterey

10. World Affairs Council

11. Big Sur Land Trust email

12. FB group

13. Facebook

14. DeLaveaga Facebook page

15. Disc golf club 

16. Big Sur LandTrust

17. disc golf facebook group

18. Big Sur Land Trust

19. World Affairs Council of Monterey Bay

20. Carmel Valley Women’s Club

21. Facebook

22. Facebook

23. Monterey Stinging Jellies

24. Weekly

25. A fellow Rumsen Ohlone community member, Linda 
Yamane, reminded me of this opportunity to weigh 
in on the management plan for the Palo Corona 
Regional Park.

26. Carmel Valley Womens Club

27. Parent’s live in Carmel Valley

28. Monterey stinging jellies disc golf club Facebook 

29. Disc Golf Club

30. Facebook

31. Facebook

32. Monterey jellies, Facebook

33. Disc golf club member csumb

34. Disc golf community member

35. Facebook 

36. Facebook 

37. Facebook

38. Facebook 

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 3
39. Carmel Valley Women’s Club

40. Disc golf Facebook group 

41. Monterey disc golf club 

42. Facebook 

43. Facebook

44. Monterey stinging jellies facebook

45. Big Sur Land Trust

46. Facebook group Monterey Disc Golf...

47. Big Sur Land Trust

48. Next Door Pacific Meadows

49. Big Sur Land Trust 

50. I wish to continue using the Rancho Canada 
ballrooms for WACMB luncheon meetings and 
lectures

51. spouse

52. Facebook

53. Facebook Delaveaga DGC page

54. Monterey Stinging Jellies Disc Golf Club

55. CVA

56. local disc golf club the stinging jellies

57. Facebook 

58. Bslt 

59. Bay Area disc golf group on Facebook

60. Facebook

61. cva

62. Big sur land trust

63. Facebook

64. email from Big Sur Land Trust

65. Facebook 

66. Big Sur Land Trust

67. Monterey Stinging Jellies Disc Golf Club Facebook 
Page

68. Carmel Valley Rotary, Carmel Valley Women’s Club

69. Big Sur Land Trust email

70. Facebook

71. FB

72. Facebook

73. Monterey Disc Golf Club FB Page

74. Facebook. Monterey Stinging Jellies disc golf club

75. Monterey Stinging Jellies Page

76. Stinging Jellies Disc Golf Club

77. From a fellow disc golfer

78. Monterey County Weekly

79. BIg Sur Land Trust

80. CVA and Rotary

81. Big Sur Land Trust
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82. BSLT

83. Big Sur Land Trust

84. Big Sur Land Trust

85. BSLT

86. Carmel Valley Women’s Club

87. CVA Newsletter

88. BSLT

89. Facebook

90. the Weekly

91. Big Sur Land Trust sent me the link.

92. Carmel Valley Women’s Club

93. BSLT

94. The Big Sur Land Trust’s enewsletter

95. Big Sur Land Trust emailed newsletter

96. BSLT

97. Carmel Valley Association

98. District employee

99. World Affairs Council, Monterey Bay

100. Carmel Valley Womens Club

101. World Affairs Council Monterey Bay

102. Carmel Valley Womens Club

103. CVWC & Foundation

104. Carmel Valley Women’s Club

105. World Affairs Council MB

106. carmel valley assn

107. WAC

108. World Affairs 

109. WACMB

110. Cva

111. World affairs council 

112. World Affairs Council and Quiet Birdmen

113. World Affairs Council

114. World affairs council

115. WACMB

116. WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL

117. World Affairs Council

118. WAC

119. Morca

120. Monterey Off Road Cycling Association (MORCA)

121. World Affairs Council Monterey Bay 

122. fans of fenced off-leash dog park

123. The World Affairs Council of Monterey Bay

124. Carmel Valley Rotary

125. World Affairs Council of Monterey Bay

126. at the meeting

127. World Affairs Council Monterey Bay Area

128. Carmel Valley Rotary Club 

129. Carmel Valley Rotary

130. Rotary

131. Carmel Valley Rotary Club

132. Weekly

133. Big Sur Land Trust

134. CVA & Trout Unlimited

135. I am a Board member with the Point Lobos 
Foundation

136. People using Rancho San Carlos river trail

137. Carmel Valley association Board

138. BSLT

139. Dog park supporters 

140. Carmel Valley Assoc.

141. CVA

142. Carmel Valley Association

143. rcdogpark@gmail.com

144. Big Sur Land Trust

145. Carmel Valley Association

146. Dog Park Group Organizers

147. Dog park support group

148. Dog Park Supporters 

149. CV assn

150. Dog Park Supporers

151. Nextdoor

152. Pacific Meadows and the dogs that need it.

153. MORCA

154. Email from “redogpark@gmail.com”

155. Friend on Facebook 

156. Carmel Valley Association 

157. Brochure at ACE hardware in Carmel Crossroads, I’m 
on email list

158. Fenced Dog Park

159. Carmel valley asso, 

160. Carmel Valley Association weekly bulletin

161. CV ASSOCIATION

162. Carmel Valley Assoc enews

163. CVA

164. CVA

165. Carmel Valley Association newsletter

166. Carmel Valley Assoc

167. Carmel Valley Association

168. CVA

169. CVA newsletter

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 3
WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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170. relatives who live in Carmel Valey

171. Facebook

172. friend forwarded it to me

173. MORCA 

174. MORCA

175. TAMC

176. Monterey Bay Equestrians

177. Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District- I live in 
Toro Park

178. Monterey Audubon

179. You emailed me

180. Point Lobos

181. Park Ranger while riding my bike at entrance to Palo 
Corona East

182.  MORCA

183. Email

184. Neighbor

185. Trout Unlimited member

186. I was at both meetings 

187. dog park

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 3
WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - ALTERNATIVE 1 QUESTIONS

ALTERNATIVE 1 DESCRIPTION
Alternative #1 focuses on restoration and educational programming through discovery and learning by experience. Brief 
descriptions and example imagery of potential uses are included below. The following page will ask you to choose the 3 
elements you like best about this alternative, with space provided for additional comments.

 SITE IMPROVEMENTS
• River and Upland restoration

• Trailhead with informational map and kiosk

• On-site native plant nursery and/or greenhouse

• Demonstration garden(s) or park “arboretum”

• Outdoor amphitheater

• Nature play area

• Picnic areas

• Fenced, off-leash dog park

• River overlook

• CalFire Staging area for use during emergencies

 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING
• Interpretation opportunities, including educational 

kiosks and waysides

• Indoor and Outdoor classrooms

• Facilitated overnight educational camping for youth 
groups

• Guided and self-guided tours

• Volunteer restoration opportunities 

CLUBHOUSE AND SUPPORT STRUCTURES 
• Interpretive center

• Regional environmental library/archive

• School programs and educational conferences/
workshop

• Non-profit office space

• Greenhouse
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WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 4
QUESTION 4 : WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING ELEMENTS OF ALTERNATIVE #1 - ENVIRONMENTAL 
RESTORATION AND EDUCATION DO YOU LIKE THE MOST? (CHOOSE UP TO 3)

                      

Answer Count Response Answer Count Response  
Outdoor Classrooms or Interpretive Elements 17 34.7% Outdoor Classrooms or Interpretive Elements 87 17.0%

Native Plant Nursery/Greenhouse 18 36.7% Native Plant Nursery/Greenhouse 54 10.5%
Fenced, Off-Leash Dog Park 19 38.8% Fenced, Off-Leash Dog Park 164 32.0%

Interpretive/Educational Trail Loops 11 22.4% Interpretive/Educational Trail Loops 156 30.5%
Outdoor Amphitheater 10 20.4% Outdoor Amphitheater 70 13.7%

Demonstration Gardens 14 28.6% Demonstration Gardens 38 7.4%
Nature Play Area 11 22.4% Nature Play Area 99 19.3%

Picnic Area 14 28.6% Picnic Area 111 21.7%
Youth Educational Camping 13 26.5% Youth Educational Camping 50 9.8%

CalFire Emergency Staging Area 7 14.3% CalFire Emergency Staging Area 71 13.9%
Native Open Space 48 98.0% Native Open Space 218 42.6%

Other (please specify) 7 14.3% Other (please specify) 82 16.0%
Total Respondents 49 Total Respondents 512

Public Meeting Responses Online Responses
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1. Multi-Use Trail

2. River Overlook/Learning Pavilion

3. Wetland/dock

4. Education Center

5. Restoration

6. Fishing Pond

7. Clubhouse/school programs

8. Multi-Use Trail

9. Wetland/dock

10. River Overlook/Learning Pavilion

11. Restoration

12. Wetland/dock

13. Restoration

14. Multi-Use Trail 

15. Restoration

16. Multi-Use Trail

17. Restoration

18. Restoration

19. Wetland/dock 

20. Wetland/dock 

21. River Overlook/Learning Pavilion

22. River Overlook/Learning Pavilion

23. Multi-Use Trail

24. Wetland/dock

25. River Overlook/Learning Pavilion 

26. Wetland/dock

27. continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

28. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

29. Disc golf

30. continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings. 

31. Disc Golf Course

32. So many of these ideas sound good if you’re sitting 
in a meeting room in Seaside - it is actually very hard 
to improve on what nature has already porvided 
which is raw wilderness - a comodity that is fast 
dissapearing every day - so please DO NOT try to 
improve too much - many of the ideas are much more 
suitable for suburban/inner city parks.

33. Continuer use of Clubhouse ballrooms for WACMB 
luncheon meetings

34. Continue to use the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
club banquet fundraisers.

35. Disc Golf Course

36. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for banquet 
fundraisers

37. Disc Golf Course

38. Use of clubhouse for non profits

39. Disc golf course 

40. Disc Golf Course! 

41. Disc golf park is good for an active life

42. Disc golf course

43. Disc golf course 

44. Disc golf course 

45. Hiking trails only would be fine.

46. Disc golf course 

47. Disc golf course

48. Would like the lectures/luncheons for WACMB to 
continue at Rancho Canada ballrooms

49. Disc golf course 

50. I am supportive of all of them, but feel these are not 
otherwise available in close vicinity(Garland or Jacks 
Peak)

51. Disc golf course

52. disc golf course

53. Disc Golf course 

54. How much personnel do you have to oversee all of 
this? Who is going to monitor and clean up the dog 
park, work and supervise people in the native plant 
nursery, and plant and maintain the demonstration 
gardens, maintain the picnic area and camping areas, 
etc.

55. Could all be included in a long term plan?

56. Use of Clubhouse for non profit Community Activities

57. Bicycle and walking path linking the Mouth of the 
Valley with the limit of the property upvalley.

58. I love the idea of native plant nursery/greenhouse, 
but is this redundant to what Carmel Middle School 
and Santa Lucia Conservancy already have?

59. continue use of clubhouse for current WACMB 
luncheon meetings

60. We wish for continued use of the Clubhouse 
Ballroom for WACMB luncheon meetings.

61. meeting places for non profits

62. In the clubhouse, continued use of the ballrooms for 
non-profit events

63. Meetings by Nonprfit in existing clubhouse 
facilitiesAND kitchen use  

64. use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for luncheon and 
community meetings

65. leave the  golf courses as they currently exist.

66. Clubhouse for World Affairs Council luncheon/
lectures

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 4
WRITE-IN RESPONSES 
 
OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)
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WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 4
WRITE-IN RESPONSES

67. continued availability of golf clubhouse for community 
events--World Affairs Council, UNA luncheons, etc

68. YOU SHOULD KEEP THE CLUB HOUSE FOR 
LUNCHEONS & MTGS

69. community meetings in clubhouse

70. None

71. choices 4,5,6 = CalFire staging, picnic area, youth 
education camping 

72. Meeting facilities at Rancho Cañada

73. Maintaining Rancho Canada as a meeting space/
restaurant for the entire community.

74. We need ballroom space for current club meetings 
and meals...World Affairs Council, Carmel Valley 
Women’s Club, Asian Art Society, MPRWF, Quiet 
Birdmen, Carmel Valley Rotary. 

75. #1 Choice - Nonprofit & Club Banquet, Event and 
Meeting locations in the Rancho Canada building. 

76. walking and running trails

77. opportunities for youth; river and upland restoration

78. Please keep the park as natural as possible and avoid 
elements that invite people to leave trash behind.  
Picnic areas, amphitheatres, classrooms invite 
congregations of people, which inevitably leads to 
garbage and other environmental degradation.  Trails 
and open space with minimal improvements for large 
scale gatherings should be emphasized.

79. Fishing access

80. As an environmental educator, I would choose all 
of the above, except perhaps the dog park. My next 
favorite is the Nature Play zone, but your form only 
allowed for 3 responses.  

81. PLEASE DO NOT OVERDEVELOP THIS NATURAL 
RESOURCE!!!!  There are plenty of other picnic 
areas, playgrounds, and ‘nature hikes’ on the 
Monterey Peninsula already.  PLEASE LIMIT HUMAN 
INFLUENCE TO RESTORATION OF HABITAT FOR 
SALMON AND WILDLIFE!!!!!! 

82. Disc golf course

83. River overlook w/ seating

84. outdoor classrooms not needed in addition to 
amphitheater

85. River overlook!

86. meeting space for non-profits

87. Gardens, nursery and native open space are good too.

88. Golf course

89. Alternative #2 is my favorite location for the dog park 
because of the adjacent parking

90. Fenced Off Leash Dog Park

91. PET FRIENDLY trail loops

92. Mountain Biking

93. I would like to see the area return to as natural a state 
as is possible.  

94. the fewer manmade things the better

95. I think that since the area between CV Rd. and the 
clubhouse is already so civilized, that there is room 
up away from the river for the dog park and etc. I 
think it’s a bit odd to propose a native plant nursery 
when at MEarth they are already growing natives (or 
used to?) and have a good facility for providing what 
is needed. Instead of spending our tax $$ on a new 
facility, why not ask MEarth about partnering to have 
them do the growing? this could be a win/win for 
both. 

96. Outdoor classroom

97. Camping should be available to the public in the 
Carmel/Carmel Valley area

98. I’d like to see the paved path remain.  It increases 
accessibility.

99. Staging area for equestrian access to trails

100. Bicycling & hiking trails are a MUST

101. I love them all though. Hard to choose 3.

102. Riparian restoration. Removal of destroyed golf 
course bridge and enhanced river overview with 
interpretive elements i.e. kiosk with educational 
placards.

103. NO NO NO to off leash dog park

104. River Overlook

105. Safe, flat walking trails. Please keep the existing golf 
cart trails which are in good repair!

106. Off road trails for cyclists looping through the front 
Ranch and into the backcountry. 

107. It would seem that the Park District is overstepping 
it’s mission to preserve open space and provide 
hiking trails. Most of the above items like a 
playground or unnecessary garden are ridiculous. 

108.  no fishing/no catching frogs or others from Carmel 
River/ Wheelchairs at dog park/nature play
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WRITE-IN RESPONSES
QUESTION 5 :  ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
ABOUT THE ELEMENTS FROM ALTERNATIVE #1 
THAT YOU LIKE THE MOST?

1. Kids Use - nothing more than tents

2. Basic restoration is good, don’t need green house, 
etc, gravel path is good. 

3. hiking trail w/o bikes or horses

4. Natural emphasis

5. Restoration and dog park only

6. Trails and natural focus

7. Focus on access and education and the separation of 
those

8. Switch dog park and native plant nursery

9. a lot of education nice

10. I love focus on native and restoration

11. I view this alternative as an opportunity to make our 
areas a model environmental education county. 

12. Environment and education

13. Native plant nursery for restoration but the size is 
grossly too small for such a large park and why is that 
right next to CV Road? 

14. Educational value

15. Large camping area

16. Native plants/habitat

17. Ponds and wetlands

18. Wider wildlife corridor

19. Ponds protected and accessible

20. Minimal “development”

21. Creek and upland restoration

22. Vegetation buffer

23. Fenced off-leash dog park (bigger please)

24. paved/gravel paths throughout

25. continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

26. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

27. Keep dogs off longer trails

28. continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings. 

29. Youth outdoor activities and education about nature 
goes hand in hand with the disc golf culture and 
the disc golf community are stalwart stewards of 
the lands they are allowed to access, organizing 
volunteers for regular cleanup and maintenance tasks. 

30. keep native

31. Fostering native plant rehabilitation is vital to the 
health of these open spaces, so it is wonderful to 
see both a native plant nursery and preserved open 

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 5
spaces. I hope the nursery will be used to propagate 
native plants for planting in the place of invasive plant 
species. Education about the history of the area with 
an emphasis on Rumsen Ohlone life in the Carmel 
area is crucial to lay a foundation for the reasons why 
these preserved spaces are deserving of preservation 
and respect.

32. Continue use of Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACBM luncheon meetings. 

33. I would like to be able to walk my dog off-leash 
through the park, not just in a little, uninteresting dog 
park

34. Re-purposing the Bridge. 

35. Disc Golf course

36. Looks great!

37. I feel this would be great for the community, being a 
Monterey county native.

38. Alternative 1 seems bloated with unnecessary 
elements. Please stick to your mission of “Preserving 
and Protecting Open Space”. 

39. A disc golf course is really the only thing that would 
draw me there

40. Prefer more active elements are closer to Carmel 
Valley road and the more natural areas are near the 
river and in the more wild areas

41. “I like that the more active, crowded elements are 
closer to Carmel Valley Rd and the river, wetlands, 

42. and open trail spaces are preserved, supported.”

43. educational aspects

44. “I like locating the ampitheather, parking, and 
“”structural”” elements close to the CV road and the 
lovely existing buildings to cut down on vehicular 
access roads and for ease for access for physically 
challenged individuals. Perhaps some of the 
designated open space and restoration areas could 
be reduced so that the more trafficked areas (parking, 
entertainment, classroom, etc) could be expanded 
as needed without “”undoing”” the natural spaces  
allowing flexibility for adding hardscapes such as 
parking  or buildings as needed as indicated by use/
function 

45. outdoor space

46. Focus on Education and Community Use.  The 
location is ideal for that and less for ultimate 
protection and preservation.

47. Nursery would be good opportunity to educate public 
about native plants and great for volunteers and 
collaboration, etc. 

48. Keep it simple and local

49. Picnic area seems like a great idea to bring more 
people to the area just to hang out.

50. Looks ambitious and wonderful

51. Could all of the above be included in a long term plan?
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WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 5
WRITE-IN RESPONSES
52.  You don’t have the money to maintain what you 

already manage.  Please give up the idea of spending 
huge amounts of money, and hire more rangers.

53. I like the educational focus and the restoration 
efforts. I think a park that helps preserve the natural 
ecosystem and educates about the importance of 
that is the most important function.

54. fenced dog park is too small.  Dogs will feel trapped 
and will fight...

55. Service organizations that benefit underserved 
residents of the County should be able to continue 
use of Clubhouse ballroom and meeting rooms.  It is 
a uniquely convenient property in location and size

56. Just what I wrote above. I think with MEarth and 
SLC, the option of a nursery and even education sites 
(amphitheater, etc.) are redundant. If I’m wrong, then 
I think those are valuable at that site.

57. Avoid camping and dogpark

58. I am against infringement of animal territory.

59. Allow local non-profits to continue to use the 
clubhouse for events

60. Maintain the clubhouse for symposia and 
conferences primarily but not exclusively for larger 
scale Environmental educational purposes to 
augment the outdoor experience.

61. the less construction, the better

62. continued use of club house dining meeting facilities 
on a paying basis=funds for continued improvements 
to RC lands

63. the Clubhouse ballrooms are ideal for luncheons and 
community meetings

64. KEEP AMPLE PARKING FOR OUR AGED MEMBERS 
ABOUT 120 AT EACH MONTHLY MTG

65. no off leash dog space!!

66. Too much development 

67. “Just wish I could pick more than three!

68. Nature Play Area where children and adults can 
explore, touch, and really bond with nature, not just 
observe from a trail.

69. We know many people that would make good use of 
the dog park.  Picnic areas always facilitate use of an 
area.  

70. Do not close Rancho Canada.  Maintain current usage 
-- far more beneficial that another government office 
-- interpretive center?!?

71. The Dog Park will be smelly and people hate to 
walk on Dog Poop, so locating it over away from 
everything in Alternative #1 is best. Don’t locate it as 
you drive in. 

72. Our local Clubs need meeting and meal spaces in 
the existing ballrooms for up to 180 to 200  people 
at a meal. We have fundraisers in the main building, 
lectures and presentations. 

73. A dog park is a hallmark of a civilized community.

74. people want areas for exercising without competing 
with traffic and cars. Staging areas for healthy actives 
like running, walking.  

75. “Open space as natural as possible.

76. Keep the community facilities for community groups 
and weddings.”

77. Looped trails, non motorized

78. Yes, I think it is important for dog lovers to have entry 
access to the park from Rio Rd, Quail Lodge and 
by the parking lots. Of course, the dogs should be 
leashed until they arrive at the dog park site. If you 
live at either end of the entry to the park and have a 
dog, it’s important to be able to walk from your home, 
instead of getting in the car to take your dog to the 
park, when you live so close to the entryway. 

79. I chose CalFire because it’s so important.  I chose 
native open space because wild lands that are 
truly wild are so important to wildlife.  The dog 
park is sorely needed.  Avoid developments like 
campgrounds, amphitheaters, classrooms etc. which 
invite people to gather and trash the place.

80. I would encourage there to be an emphasis on 
education with the interpretive signs and spaces as 
suggested in this design. (I like the natural outdoor 
amphitheater and play area.)  I also like the idea of 
preserving as much natural habitat as possible and 
opening the wildlife corridors, so it will be important 
to balance the impact of the people with the needs of 
the wildlife. 

81. I HAD TO CHOOSE 3.  I ONLY WANTED ONE - THE 
RIVER OVERLOOK.

82. The plan looks great in its entirety

83. This gift needs to remain wild,as much as possible as 
the valley is developing way to fast and saving green 
space is crucial. Leave it alone as much as possible

84. I like all of the above except the native plant nursery - 
we should leave that up to MEarth next-door

85. There are many youth groups in this community who 
would benefit from a camping place.

86. Dog park 

87. dog park is key.

88. Interpretive and educational elements should be 
make a minimal impact on the preservation of 
the wildness of the land.  Big structures are not 
necessary for educating the public.

89. The off leash fenced dog park is so important

90. It all sounds fantastic and balanced! Something for 
everyone.

91. Fenced off-leash dog park would be important to so 
many of us who have dogs.

92. It lacks clear access to the back country for users 
(e.g. mountain bikers)

93. outdoor classrooms should be conceived of as 
integral to the Interpretive/Educational Trail Loops, 
not a separate element. 

94. Items that engage visitors while still maintaining a 
pleasant atmosphere.
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WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 5
95. Native Open space

96. fenced off-leash dog park!

97. We need more natural areas, not more outdoor 
structures.

98. “it is important for Rancho Canada to have a “dog 
friendly” loop trail (on leash) so that the dog 
park can be accessed on foot from the east end 
neighborhoods on the Southbank Trail and from the 
west end neighborhoods near the Crossroads at 
Rio Road, and that dog owners have access to both 
neighborhoods via a trail through Rancho Canada. 
Such a loop trail will facilitate walk-in access to the 
dog park, while mitigating the traffic and parking 
impact, both of which have been concerns brought 
up at meetings.”

99. wetland interpretive loop and dock--short, accessible, 
peaceful

100. “Camping out of the question....  educational or not 

101. leave open space”

102. Fenced in dog park with parking with access from CV 
Road and South Bank Trail

103. “it is important for Rancho Canada to have a “dog 
friendly” loop trail (on leash) so that the dog 
park can be accessed on foot from the east end 
neighborhoods on the Southbank Trail and from the 
west end neighborhoods near the Crossroads at 
Rio Road, and that dog owners have access to both 
neighborhoods via a trail through Rancho Canada. 
Such a loop trail will facilitate walk-in access to the 
dog park, while mitigating the traffic and parking 
impact, both of which have been concerns brought 
up at meetings.”

104. Option to camp for youth and educators/family

105. Get the Dog Park!

106. Off leash for dogs on nature trails would be awesome 
too.

107. A fenced Dog park is a needed park of our 
community 

108. 3 is not enough to get accurate input on what folks’ 
like and don’t like. Should be able to click all that you 
like. 

109. Mountain biking

110. While not in my top three, youth camping and CalFire 
staging area complement each other well. 

111. Dog park is too small

112. Making park (keeping park) natural -- flora which 
attracts wildlife.  making park accessible yet 
unobtrusive.  Enjoy hiking Palo Carona because it is 
like I have park to myself.  Selfish, I know, but oh 
soooo peaceful and meditative.

113. I would like to see the area return to as natural a state 
as possible with minimal human impact.

114. River overlook

115. emphasis on natural habitat

WRITE-IN RESPONSES 116. I prefer Alternative #1. But, I have a major concern 
about the present heavy traffic on CV Road, car 
pollution and the environment. All alternatives are 
too robust, too busy for the location. Palo Corona as 
it is today has more than amble space to convert to 
the proposed Alternatives. Please be very respectful 
of the immediate community - residents, the Middle 
School, MEarth, the CV Corridor. Respect the greater 
Monterey community. More, more should not be a 
mission. Sustainability of the immediate area and the 
community should be the major focus and concern. 
Grandiose plans do not fit and are not appropriate 
for this location. Downsize it and use some of the 
existing Palo Corona for education, demonstrations, 
camping. Be careful what you wish for. Thank you for 
your work!

117. I do not object to dog park, nature playground, 
educational spaces, etc., as long as they are up away 
from the river, or maybe close (except for dogs--ugh) 
but with adequate protection for riparian habitat. At 
Garland, right near the bridges, the river banks are 
degraded. People need to be able to wade and play in 
the river, but the banks need protection.

118. I assume there will be trails to use throughout the 
park.

119. Camping

120. Minimize “improvements” to the natural landscape 
and existing environment.

121. A designated CalFire Staging area is very appealing 
in that it would avoid to need to take over an existing 
park like Toro Park in the event of a fire. Having a 
youth camping area could double as lodging for fire 
personnel during fires.

122. I like the trailhead and hope there would also be 
parking nearby.  

123. emphasis on natural open space

124. emphasis on natural condition

125. Open Native Space 

126. Make the experience as undeveloped, and rustic as 
practical.

127. It was hard to choose just three elements - I liked 
them all.

128. I do not like proposed “improvements.”  They 
turn the park into a nature-theme shopping mall.  
Preserve open space and native landscape for future 
generations!

129. Don’t like the off leash park idea at all even in specific 
areas as people won’t obey and they will just have 
their dogs running everywhere off leash especially pit 
bulls.

130. Open Space wedding ceremony and club house 
receptions to create funding for operations and 
maintenance.

131. I like additional elements of plan 1 and would like to 
see more than the three I noted.

132. A natural-looking fenced off-leash dog park is sorely 
needed. Some dogs don’t do well in the vastness of 
the beach, Garland Park, etc.



18  |  PALO CORONA REGIONAL PARK  
       PUBLIC WORKSHOP #2 SUMMARY

    

133. Don’t care for the camping grounds. People tend to 
make fires even when told not to.

134. “The map looks great!“

135. hiking and biking trails between 5-30 miles in length

136. As a father of a 9 year old, I am thinking a lot about 
what I can do with him there.

137. An early connection to the natural world helps ensure 
respect and appreciation for the earth as an adult.

138. as much open space as possible

139. I also liked the enclosed dog park area idea.

140. There are no outdoor community centers, except in 
Carmel Valley Village, so this would be a much valued 
and used addition in that manner

141. More “intensive” uses are appropriate for this 
property, since it is close to public roads, has 
parking and offers a gateway to outdoor recreation 
experiences.

142. “No No No to off leash dog park

143. Everyone says their dogs are good and don’t bite.

144. It is amazing that everyone has perfect dogs, but 
dogs still bite and chase people and wildlife”

145. Leave as much of the existing natural beauty of the 
open parkland as possible! 

146. Keeping it as natural as possible in order to increase 
wildlife corridors and connectivity while allowing 
access for trails and an off leash site for dogs.

147. Leave it as natural as possible please

148. Native plant restoration and hiking trails should be the 
only concentration, without wasting a lot of money 
and valuable staff time on frivolous and outlandish 
features.

149. “create position, possibly rotating, as ‘the final word’ 
on reports of repeated misuse; obvious dog poop 
problems...signs everywhere: doggie bags absolutely 
mandatory thru’out the park /provide ‘toss cans’ for 
used bags/ decide how those cans will be emptied by 
whom, how often. 

150. Multi-user access trail to Front Ranch seems to be 
missing form this Alternative

151. “I think that the environmental camping area should 
be up by the barn at Palo Corona Ranch--not near the 
dog park/visitors center.“

152. In addition to my 3 most-liked elements, I support 
a CalFire area that wouldn’t obstruct the wildlife 
corridor that would best follow the seasonal 
watercourse from Martin Canyon down to the 
river.  Also, I believe that there would be room 
for Interpretive/Educational Trail Loops.  I also 
believe there would also be room -- adjacent to 
other developed areas such as roads, parking lot, 
clubhouse, and a Nursery/Greenhouse -- for an 
unpaved Outdoor Amphitheater (that could also 
serve as an Outdoor Classroom) with benches and a 
simple stage made of wood or recycled material such 

as Trex, a Demonstration Garden, a Picnic Area, and 
Youth Educational camping in heat-reflective-white 
well-ventilated waterproof yurts.

153. No adult public camping (kids only)

154. Ponds are nice

155. I think ponds and wetlands are important.

156. Fishing is important!!!

157. All ponds should be retained - use rainwater to fill

158. Fishing for kids in main pond 

159. Very excited about camping and youth play - these 
are hard to find in our area and for local school groups.

160. Great opportunity to experience natural riparian flood 
plain habitat. 

161. Camping (Tent, Trailer RV) like State Parks model 
provides constant source revenue. Very minimal start 
up cost. Don’t have sites with electric power. All 
campers have to be self contained. No camp sites 
with water. No sewer dumping. 

162. Use runoff to maximize wetlands in a natural way. 

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 5
WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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WRITE-IN RESPONSES
QUESTION 6 :  ANY GENERAL COMMENTS THAT 
YOU HAVE ABOUT ALTERNATIVE #1?
1. Don’t replicate Garland - no cabin usages

2. Community gardens - yes, demo garden - no 

3. Less pavement

4. Don’t  really like much about this, too many 
structures, keep it natural!

5. Hate camping area

6. Hate the camping!

7. Needs fitness area

8. No camping please

9. Too much development

10. No nature play area

11. No youth educational camping

12. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

13. “1. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for 
current WACMB luncheon meetings

14. 2. Given the limited resources, would prefer using 
them to allow hiking access to back areas of Palo 
Corona.”

15. Not too many structures. Keep camping in tents for 
maximum flexibility and lowest impact

16. Due to the loss of natural riparian habitat in 
Carmel Valley, and throughout California, the top 
priority should be the restoration of native riparian 
habitat along the river, uncluttered by picnic areas, 
demonstration gardens, etc.  Those man-made 
features are valuable, but they should be moved 
closer to the parking lot, both to preserve the natural 
aspect of the riparian habitat and to give people 
better access to these amenities.

17. continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings. 

18. keep as natural as possible

19. I wonder why a dog park would be necessary in such 
an area....

20. Don’t civilize the wilderness !!!

21. This is the best alternative presented here.

22. If children are allowed, then a well-trained and well-
loved dog, another taxpayer’s version of a “child”, 
should be allowed the same privileges.

23. Disc Golf Course

24. Please include a disc golf course 

25. Seems like a lot of development

26. The recently-passed assessment of property tax 
funds made no mention of park elements well 
beyond the Park District’s mission. Please keep it 
simple and make hiking trails, restoration and a few 
benches.

27. I like it 

28. No dog park

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 6
29. I’m not in favor of the camping. Can the educational 

elements be combined and coordinated with MEarth 
so there don’t have to be so many here.

30. Could the educational aspects be coordinated with 
MeEarth next door so that there is no duplication of 
the same functions

31. rancho canada ballrooms space should continue to 
allow WACMB luncheons/lectres

32. Heard a disc golf course is a possibility. That would 
be amazing for all ages. If tournaments are held there 
could bring in some revenue.

33. What happened to horse trailer parking??

34. I think having a fenced-off leash dog park would help 
keep dogs out of the areas with cattle

35. Focus on Education and Community Use.  The 
location is ideal for that and less for ultimate 
protection and preservation.

36. “I do also support the nature play and youth outdoor 
educational camps -

37. It is vital to get youngsters liking nature and the 
outdoors.”

38. Too grandiose....scale it way back

39. I like the idea of keeping things more native and 
undeveloped. I don’t like the idea of creating a bunch 
of classrooms, a dog park, and a large development. 

40. if all is incorporated that is suggested,  its WAY too 
busy.. the more I read the more I just want natural  
open space  for hiking and picnicing...where is there 
parking for example? how do you keep uninvited from 
arbitrary camping or woops starting a fire? If there is 
open space Cal Fire can always move in for staging. 

41. I also like the amphitheater, the nature play area 
and the picnic areas...but you asked for just the top 
choice. 

42. NO CAMPING!!!  too much risk of fire and damage.  
Youth already have campgrounds in Toro park.

43. This opportunity is of major value to everyone.

44. Not really in favor of a nature play area. It is artificial. 
When families (or anyone) enter a park such as this, 
it is a chance to get away. To redirect senses and 
thoughts to an outdoors that is interesting in and of 
itself.

45. My recommendation would be to minimize 
development and keep as much as possible in open 
space.

46. Feature day use rather than overnight or extended 
stay

47. Try not to “overbuild” or “over-architect” the land

48. the less construction, the better

49. leave the club house sucjh that it is available for 
public meetings as it now is.

50. WORLD AFFAIRS IS NOT THE ONLY NON PROFIT 
GROUP THAT USES THE RANCHO CANADA FOR 
MONTHLY MEETINGS

51. It all sounds great! Lots of educational opportunities 
for a variety of ages.
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52. Mixing youth education with an open interpretive area 
hopefully will educate and prompt a new generation 
of outdoor enthusiasts.  

53. If all the elements were implemented, coming to 
this park would be like going to an outdoor museum 
-- great for children’s education and elder folks 
recreation.  Would serve this community well. Also 
looks expensive.  

54. NEGATIVE until Rancho Canada Event Center/
resstaurant is part of it.

55. I am shocked that in Workshop 1 and 2 there were 
very few comments about the ballroom meeting 
and meal space promised by the Parks Dept. 
representative last year to Carmel Valley Rotary at his 
presentation. We need the ballrooms for meetings 
and meals...so many clubs depend on it, as the price 
is the lowest on the Peninsula, the parking is flat and 
safe and well lit at night, and the ballrooms are large 
enough for our local clubs. Many nonprofit clubs also 
have fundraisers in the clubhouse. 

56. Yes, do not eliminate our ability to have club meetings 
with meals and events in the main clubhouse building. 

57. Please please do not allow dogs into the area, 
especially any dogs off the lease areas. No dogs!!

58. I like the idea of an amphitheater also and the cultural 
opportunities available to our growing population. 

“Shakespeare in the Park?” or any theatrical venue 
upholds the traditions of Carmel as does the affinity 
for dogs. I believe there are some real opportunities 
to capitalize on Carmel culture. A win win win

59. More options for recreation  

60. Do not like the idea of camping!

61. “Nice variety of uses over all.

62. Keep the community building for community groups 
and wedding, etc.”

63. Go for it!!

64. Same comments as above. Leashed-dog entry from 
all entryways. 

65. See above.  Trails, the dog park, and little else.  
Restrooms are important for walkers too.  But 
minimal, minimal development for gatherings of 
people.

66. My least favorite suggestion is the dog park because 
of the potential impact of the dogs on this space.  
Perhaps, there should be designated areas for dogs 
on leash, like at Garland. 

67. STOP CRAMMING EVERY OPEN SPACE 
IN CALIFORNIA WITH PEOPLE!!!!  DON’T 
OVERDEVELOP THIS SPACE!!!

68. “I’d like to see this new park be as much like Garland 
Ranch as possible, with minimal imprint.  No camping, 
no nursery, bring trails back to unsaved. Designated 
wildlife corridors.

69. If this area gets used for to many educational events  
with building facilities its loses the educational validity 
it has, which is to study wild land, not have events 

and picnics, etc. Please lets not lose this opportunity 
to reclaim the acreage for open space. Once lost its 
never to return. “

70. Keep the area natural. Do not develop. 

71. I liked all of the options in Alternative #1

72. Much needed

73. There should not be a dog park or major construction.  
The point of the park is to maintain its natural beauty 
and to preserve its wildlife and native plants.

74. I support it

75. It seems like some elements require more staffing 
than others.

76. Like all of the alternatives...great goals, but start  
simply by providing access for the public.  Build out 
as resources become available. 

77. since you’re not likely to have youth camping year-
round, you might consider moving the location to an 
area closer to the river (which wouldn’t be open in 
winter because of flooding risk). That way the area 
you now have for camping would be available year-
round for trails and native open space.

78. Most inappropriate uses:  - dog park and camping

79. Big Elements make it very busy. Selected simple, 
varied, broad appeal-I hope.

80. too busy

81. Dogs are good

82. restoration should be closer to the river

83. Please no camping!  This is a regional park, not a 
school district park. 

84. Keep park NATURAL

85. I also liked the “natural” play structures

86. NO CAMPING!  That’s what Toro Park is for...

87. I prefer things remain as natural as possible - the 
fewer man made things the better

88. I hope that those who want it all taken back to 
“wild” status will consider us old folks who no longer 
backpack, hike 10 miles a day, or climb more than a 
few hundred feet. I have a pal in a wheelchair, and 
could wheel her around paved trails such as already 
criss-cross the golf courses, but could not take her 
around a totally wild area. We’ve tried that elsewhere 
with no luck. Make/keep it wild across the river, but 
let us feebler folks enjoy the river from the north!

89. Lack of public camping

90. The trail staging area looks too small

91. “I would like to see the park mostly native open space, 
you have done such a good job with Garland Park. 
I am against allowing youth overnight camping. I 
believe this will bring in too many school buses and 
disrupt the natural serenity of the park. I believe there 
are other ways for our children to visit this area. Let 
the parents of our community bring their children to 
the park and enjoy the peaceful serenity of nature.

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 6
WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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92. I am very concerned with the attendance of the park. 
I want there to be a limit to how many people can 
attend the park per day. One that allows only parking 
in the designated parking lots and when the parking 
lot is full, the entrance is closed. How do we make 
sure the overflow will not be on Carmel Valley Rd? 
Making it very dangerous like Hwy 1 in the Point 
Lobos corridor.

93. I am concerned with our native area and the amount 
of use and trash that gets left behind. Will we have 
enough manpower to police it and keep it clean? We 
don’t have enough manpower to keep Point Lobos 
safe. Every busy weekend there are accidents down 
Hwy 1. People are flocking to our area but they don’t 
understand why they are here. They don’t respect the 
land, they throw garbage out of the cars! They use 
the land as a latrine and there is toilet paper strewn all 
up and down our coast. They trample and leave litter 
in our parks. How do we educate all of the people 
who come to visit us? This is the part that upsets me 
the most. We respect our area, we love it, we keep 
it clean. How will we prevent this from happening? 
Its happening right now all along the coast Hwy 1 
from Carmel past Big Sur and there hasn’t been 
anything done about it yet. Bringing more people in 
won’t solve the problems we have in our community 
right now. So let’s try and prevent them from getting 
worse.”

94. dog park is too small.  Please include trails for 
walking dogs on leash.

95. NO CAMPING - fire danger is to high! 

96. It would be great to have trail connectivity to the 
Carmel Middle School so that students can access 
the land without use of a car.

97. Don’t like it at all!

98. My favorite of the three alternatives

99. I do not want camping or a dog park there is already 
too much traffic on Carmel Valley road

100. It all looks good and the native plants nursery would 
be great in addition to the three I marked.

101. Best use for the most people  especially children, 
wildlife , and public safety 

102. Looks great, look forward to being able to visit 
regularly!

103. Picnic areas means BBQ and that is another fire 
hazard for the residents close by.

104. I would like to see the paved trails in the old golf 
course permissible for bike riding. We need good bike 
riding areas for our children that are not too difficult 
and can be fun for the family to ride together.

105. The less “commercialized” the better. Natural areas 
are becoming more rare and ideally will be treated 
with respect and honored going forward. We can set 
an example in this. 

106. Nix the camping.

107. No mention of trail connectivity and bike paths, which 
should be in all alternatives.

108. I am not interested in public areas being “off leash” 
dog areas.  There is always someone’s dog coming 
up and being bothersome.  Dogs should be on a 
leash or inside a fenced dog-only area.

109. I would NOT object to limited overnight camping 
facilities (RV/tent), similar to what’s available at a 
state park. We have a desperate need for them on 
the coast.

110. The off-leash dog area seems out of place in it. 

111. If dogs are allowed on walking trails, please require 
leashes. I can’t risk being knocked over by a “Don’t 
worry, my dog is friendly” dog running toward me!

112. I think the off leash dog park would take away from 
the general outdoor enjoyment of the space.

113. Too much activity, I prefer a more natural use of the 
space.

114. why is there no bike trails

115. Same.....leave as natural as possible

116. Please stick to the mission of protecting open space, 
not making a inappropriate “nature playground”.

117. Uh-oh...Pls accept my apology. Seems I inadvertently 
took a short-cut. Please refer to comments within 
section *4. thank you very much

118. I do not see any choices in the plan for a liking a 
multiuser trail to lead to the main area of the park

119. Best alternative, but still too much going on. 
Concentrate on preservation and restoration.

120. “Dog park is way too small

121. Too much area dedicated to camping

122. Seems like a school activity center not a regional 
park”

123. Since parking is at the Canada site, access for 
mountain biking into the Front Ranch and Back Ranch 
needs to be included in this Alternative.

124. This is my favorite

125. I do not support a Nature Play Area -- kids will have a 
lot more fun in natural grassy and forested areas!  

126. Alternative #1 should include multi-use trail for acces 
to Front Ranch and/or Back Country

127. All alternatives, not just #2 and #3, should have the 
multi-use trail. It makes no sense to not have multi-
use trail for #1 - if in no way impeds the ability to do 
environmental restoration. 

128. Alternative #1 looks like a 20 year plan. 

129. Alternative 1 environmental remediation required, has 
soil/water been tested aafter the previous use? 

130. I far prefer Alternative 1

131. Alt 1 - 4+ acre dog park

132. No camping

133. move youth camping to Front Ranch

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 6
WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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134. How are you going to deal with buses and camping?  
Camping for youth should be in a area away from the 
public.  Maybe at the barn area where you could use 
existing lot there for buses and staging. 

135. Put youth camp near barn away from crowds

136. Youth camping area may be better placed at Palo 
Corona Ranch - for safety of children and separation 
of general public. 

137. No camping

138. No camping

139. I would enjoy individual camping. 

140. Very concerned about schoool buses and visitation

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 6
WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - ALTERNATIVE 2 QUESTIONS

ALTERNATIVE 2 DESCRIPTION
Alternative #2 focuses on community gathering and provides space to host community and cultural activities that 
celebrate aspects of the peninsula’s rich history and identity. Brief descriptions and example imagery of potential uses are 
included below. The following page will ask you to choose the 3 elements you like best about this alternative, with space 
provided for additional comments.

SITE IMPROVEMENTS
• Re-routed entry road

• River and Upland restoration

• Trailhead with informational map and kiosk

• Picnic and group picnic pavilions

• Area for cultural and community events

• Outdoor activity areas (including fitness course or disc golf)

• Fenced, off-leash dog park

• CalFire Staging area for use during emergencies 

CLUBHOUSE AND SUPPORT STRUCTURES 
• Visitor/Interpretive center

• Conference/Banquet space

• Café and dining opportunities
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WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 7
QUESTION 7: WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING ELEMENTS OF ALTERNATIVE # 2 - COMMUNITY GATHERING AND 
RECREATION DO YOU LIKE THE MOST? (CHOOSE UP TO 3)

Public Workshop

Online Survey
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1. Multi-use trail

2. Trail races

3. Recreation zone

4. Multi-use trail

5. Multi-use trail

6. Multi-use trail

7. Recreation zone

8. Multi-use trail

9. Multi-use trail

10. Wildlife Corridor

11. Multi-use trail

12. Multi-use trail

13. Multi-use trail

14. Fishing Pond

15. Multi-use trail

16. Multi-use trail

17. Multi-use trail

18. Multi-use trail

19. Multi-use trail

20. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

21. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

22. cross country events

23. continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings. 

24. Disc golf course

25. I like the disc golf, am not a fan of fitness courses in 
general

26. Continue use of Clubhouse ballrooms for WCAMB 
luncheon meetings

27. Would like to continue use of the Clubhouse 
ballrooms for current club banquet fundraisers

28. Disk Golf would be amazing

29.  Continue use of the clubhouse ball rooms for current 
club banquet fundraisers 

30. Use of clubhouse for non profits

31. Disc Golf Course! 

32. Just hiking trails.

33. Maintain the current Community Rooms - Banquet 
Facilities

34. Prefer that WACB be allowed to continue lectures/
luncheons in ballrooms in Rancho Canada

35. I believe the CalFire Staging areas are of great 
importance, but in most of the plans this space will 
be available without limiting the use of the space in 
off-fire situations

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 7
36. Disc Golf course

37. Carmel Valley Rd. is already congested. This needs to 
be considered in encouraging community gathering, 
recreation, etc.

38. Disc Golf over fitness course

39. Alternative #2 is your favorite location for the dog 
park because of the adjacent parking and the size of 
the dog park.  

40. Do absolutely nothing that involves amplification of 
sound, voices, music, movies.  Do absolutely nothing 
that creates an outdoor event center.  Leave it in a 
natural state.

41. Use of Clubhouse for charitable organizations serving 
the community

42. This seems like too much development in general.

43. continue use of clubhouse ballroom for WACMB 
luncheons

44. We wish for continued use of the Clubhouse 
ballrooms for WACMB monthly luncheon meetings.

45. Allow non-profits to use the clubhouse ballrooms for 
events

46. Combine these elements with those in Alt 1 
that provide more individualized/self directed 
opportunities 

47. use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for luncheons and 
community meetings

48. Clubhouse facility for World Affairs Council 
luncheons/lectures

49. continued availability of golf clubhouse for community 
events--World Affairs Council, UNA luncheons, etc

50. FACILITY FOR MONTHLY LUNCH/MEETING FOR 
120 AVERAGE

51. Community service groups to use clubhouse 

52. The meeting facilities at the clubhouse.  I hope they 
will continue.

53. Rancho Canada CLub is not on this.  WHY?

54. Picnic and Pavilion outdoor locations will not work for 
our current clubs who meet in the clubhouse...we 
need ballroom space for meetings and meals. 

55. Club Meeting space with meals, and fundraisers, for 
up to 180-200 inside the Rancho main building. 

56. Banquet Facilities for Community groups

57. I like All of these wonderful ideas and believe the 
area can be a cultural hub of our growing surrounding 
communities.

58. Rancho building open for community events    

59. Reference picnic area - Toro Park gets overrun and 
trashed.  Areas need to be supervised!

60. biking trails

61. Everything else, other than what I checked, will 
degrade and destroy the area.

62. Fishing access

WRITE-IN RESPONSES 
OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)
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63. Again, I love the community gathering space.  Since 
#1 and 2 are similar, I also selected Cal Fire staging 
area and native open space, as these are top 
priorities. 

64. fitness course or disc golf are not appropriate!!

65. Like the size of the dog park,(if this is to scale) and 
the fact that it’s located near the parking lot.

66. I don’t care for large gatherings like festivals unless 
they are earth related

67. unleash path to connect dog park with South bank 
trail

68. indoor community meeting spcae

69. may include clear access to back country

70. visitor interpretive center

71. Alternative #2 is my favorite location for the dog park 
due to adjacent parking and size of the dog park

72. On leash trails for dog owners coming from the east 
and thecwestm

73. Mountain biking

74. A close 3rd is community event space

75. Bike park

76. I like the fact that the path is paved so that road bikes 
can use it.

77. ...smooth/paved bike/run trail connecting mouth of 
valley to Quail Lodge; avoids CV Road.

78. Staging area for equestrian access to trails

79. bicycling & hiking trails are a MUST

80. Nature Play Space (of Alternative #1)

81. I would like to see the paved trails in the old golf 
course and maybe even more opened up to bicycling. 
My son and wife are not so good at off road riding, 
and even that is hard to find in Carmel Valley.

82. It’s a beautiful piece of land.  Let’s be sure whatever 
is done with the land it suits as many people as 
possible.

83. consider possible mountain bike area and horse riding 
areas

84. Keep the area as wild as possible, yet also teach 
children.  There are lot’s of places for dogs and disc 
golf.  This is a special place that must be kept as 
natural as possible

85. Fitness course, not the disc golf. I’m totally against 
the disc course.

86. Flat, safe walking trails.

87. Off road trails for cyclists access to the backcountry. 

88. Hiking trails and habitat restoration NOT fitness 
equipment and a frolf course.

89. Trail Head access for multi-users: Hikers, Mountain 
Bikers and Equestrian users.

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 7
WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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WRITE-IN RESPONSES
QUESTION # 8 :  ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
ABOUT THE ELEMENTS FROM ALTERNATIVE # 2 
THAT YOU LIKE THE MOST?

1. Wedding event venue!

2. Incorporation of exercise

3. Cross-country runs on trails

4. Larger dog park

5. Lost of picnic area

6. Trailhead

7. Bigger dog park

8. bigger off leash dog park

9. Least investment and upkeep

10. Children outreach

11. Mountain biking trails

12. Seems the least “invasive”

13. Multi-use with dogs on leash

14. Main trail access to backcountry

15. Meeting room

16. Trailhead

17. Community meeting rooms

18. Vegetation buffer

19. paved/gravel paths throughout

20. Community use of clubhouse

21. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

22. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

23. Disc golf

24. I think a disc golf course is a great option.  It’s a fun 
sport that the whole family can play and enjoy the 
park together

25. continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings. 

26. Youth outdoor activities and education about nature 
goes hand in hand with the disc golf culture and 
the disc golf community are stalwart stewards of 
the lands they are allowed to access, organizing 
volunteers for regular cleanup and maintenance tasks. 

27. Disc golf! So many people will get enjoyment out of it 
and it’s impact will be minimal.

28. The pristine nature that is Palo Corona is precisely 
it’s main value and is what people visit there 
for - tranquility and natural unadulterated beauty is 
becoming scarcer every day - please don’t spoil what 
God/Nature already gave us !

29. Disc golf is easy to install and does not require 
changing much of the landscape. I also like the idea 
of picnic areas....

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 8
30. keep as natural as possible

31. Continue use of Clubhouse ballrooms for MCAB 
luncheon meetings.  

32. I like the dog park, but well-mannered and well-
trained dogs should have the same “off-leash” 
privileges as “off-leash” ill-mannered children

33. This would be an incredible place for a Disc golf 
course! Truly world class, people will come from all 
over to play it and enjoy the 

34. The installation of a disc golf course within the 
park would benefit the surrounding community 
by increasing and enhancing healthy low cost 
recreational opportunities and providing opportunities 
to learn about conservation and wildlife safety. 
The local disc golf community appreciates the 
consideration for inclusion and believes that disc golf 
is a great way to introduce the community to wildlife 
and the environment.

35. Cal Fire should get whatever they need/want

36. Disc golf please

37. Disc golf is a great sport that is easy for beginners to 
take part in and is very affordable, all you need is one 
disc! 

38. Perfect terrain for disc golf!

39. Disc golf makes life better by being active daily.

40. Disc golf would guarantee community participation 
in the new space. There is an active disc golf 
community which would be happy to help design 
and maintain the course (see Ryan Ranch). Disc golf 
encourages community members to walk in the park 
and spend time playing through and around native 
plants. A course typically plays well on areas that are 
too sloped or poor soil for typical park development. 

41. Disc Golf is fantastic for the community. 

42. I love the idea of a disc golf course ! 

43. I’m shocked by the overreach! These concepts are 
ridiculous and tot what I pay taxes for. How will you 
pay for such excess and who will staff/maintain them.

44. DIsc golf would be a great addition to the space

45. A disc golf course would be a great addition to the 
community recreation options

46. Would love to see a disc golf course. 

47. I think a disc golf course would be great. 

48. Good because of the parking for the dog park & we 
like the size.   Also a picnic area would be nice.  

49. don’t like alternative 2

50. Allow Rancho canada ballroom space to continue to 
be used for lectures/luncheons

51. The disc golf course and fitness course could coexist. 
The disc golf course would be the least expensive I 
believe to put in and could generate a little revenue if 
tournaments are held there.

52. Discgolf is a good way to get a lot done on land. 
Most courses have clubs and those clubs supply a 
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large amount of man power to get any kind of work 
done. It’s a great community. A great sport.

53. A disc golf course would be highly appreciated by the 
community and also preserve the natural habitat 

54. Disc golf course idea is a good one

55. Disc golf works great in unimproved natural areas. It’s 
an enjoyable, affordable, and sustainable compromise 
between pristine open space and manufactured parks 
with lawns and single-sport courts.

56. various picnic option locations, appears perhaps to 
have a “multipurpose” pavilion rather than 2 separate 
entities which may not be fully utilized

57. The installation of a disc golf course within the 
park would benefit the surrounding community 
by increasing and enhancing healthy low cost 
recreational opportunities and providing opportunities 
to learn about conservation and wildlife safety. 
the local disc golf community appreciates the 
consideration for inclusion and believes that disc golf 
is a great way to introduce the community to wildlife 
and the environment. 

58. disc golf!

59. “I really think that some picnic areas do need to be 
close to parking and

60. have some area where grills/barbecues could be 
used (situate so that

61. prevailing sea breeze keeps smoke away from most 
area).  “

62. Outdoor community event/gathering space

63. Keep it simple  and local. The area does not need 
special activities. We have many of these things in 
the area. 

64. I think adding a disc golf course would be great for 
the community.

65. A disc golf course would be amazing.

66. Disc Golf

67. I would much prefer the disc golf over the fitness 
course

68. I believe that a disc golf course can absolutely bring 
in people from all over to enjoy and utilize. 

69. Less is more. 

70. A disc golf course, or any activity like that which 
is inclusive to all ages would be fantastic. This is 
something I’d be very supportive of.

71. I love all the recreational activities that this option 
would support.  This is a great use of this property!  

72. It is important for Rancho Canada to have a 
dog friendly loop trail (on leash) so that the dog 
park can be accessed on foot from the east end 
neighborhoods on the Southbank Trail and from the 
west end neighborhoods near the Crossroads at 
Rio Road, and that dog owners have access to both 
neighborhoods via a trail through Rancho Canada. 
Such a loop trail will facilitate walk-in access to the 

dog park, while mitigating the traffic and parking 
impact.

73. Disc Golf! That please.

74. Can all be included in a long term plan?

75. The use of the clubhouse for banquet use for 
community groups and weddings as well as 
community meetings.

76. Don’t build anything...you can’t maintain what you 
already have.  Save your money for mowing and 
trail repair, and hire a few more rangers.  Native 
open space is what folks need....tree bathing, as 
the Japanese so colorfully put it.  We don’t need 
diversions.  We need peace and quiet, and the wind 
in the willows.

77. Providing community and educational events is a 
good use of the existing improvements. Possible 
revenue generating uses should be considered as 
losing as impacts are managed.

78. bigger dog park

79. A gathering space is intriguing. A great way to get 
people out into nature via appealing to their interests 
in art, music, etc.

80. This is an opportunity to preserve precious public 
lands

81. I think this alternative is too much development.

82. Double up CalFire emergency space with picnic. 
Keep disk golf and dog parks away from this kind of 
public space please.

83. meeting place for non profits

84. Allow non-profits to use the clubhouse ballrooms for 
events

85. Some people like the solitude and quiet while others 
are group oriented.  These may reflect cultural 
differences or personality differences.  Locally, I 
anticipate a demand for a dog park and good parking 
as well as opportunities for people of different 
abilities and ages.  Young people in the middle school 
age group are most likely to develop a conservation 
ethic if exposed at that age to the outdoors.  Older 
people should not be neglected however.

86. The multi purpose rooms presently used by 
organizations should continue in usage.The space and 
catering operations are great community assets for a 
variety of groups and are cost effective.  

87. THERE  ARE NOT OTHER ADEQUATE LOW COST 
LOCATIONS IN THE AREA FOR LUNCHEON/
SPEAKER MEETING OF 120 AVERAGE 

88. Where’s the casting pond?

89. “I like the larger dog park area!  And its proximity to 
parking.   

90. I also like picnic areas and loop trails for people (and 
their dogs)  who are ‘hiking-challenged’ (younger and 
older folks)”

91. My wife and I know many people who would make 
good use of the dog park. This Alternative is the best 

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 8
WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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for the dog park because of the nearby parking. It 
also seems largest.

92. The clubhouse provides unique facilities for meetings 
of the local World Affairs Council.  It would be a major 
loss if we lost them.

93. NEGATIVE unless Rancho Canada is restored as 
an event center with full catering for meetings, 
weddings, etc.

94. alternative #2 is my favorite location for the dog 
park because of the adjacent parking and the size 
of the dog park.  It is important for Rancho Cananda 
to have  a dog friendly loop trail (on leash) so that 
the dog park can be accessed on foot from the east 
end neighborhoods on the Southbank Trail and from 
the west end neighborhoods near the Crossroads at 
Rio Road, and that dog owners have access to both 
neighborhoods via a trail through Rancho Canada.  
Such a loop trail will facilitate walk-in access to the 
dog park, while mitigating the traffic and parking 
impact, both of which have been concerns brought 
up at meetings.

95. Alternative #2 Dog Park is the best location, away 
from activities, as it will be smelly with dog feces, 
and people will step in it. But I do not like the fact 
that you left out indoor ballrooms in your photos, 
hinting that you will stop allowing our current clubs to 
meet there for meals and banquets. So many clubs 
need the clubhouse....MPRWF, WACMB. AASMB. 
CVWC, CV Rotary, and many more. 

96. It is missing the important indoor meeting space for 
local clubs. 

97. Leaving the space open to enjoy what the space is 
would be the most beneficial for locals

98. A Forest Theater on Steroids? Keep the  Clubhous 
building and maybe add abother if usage increases. 
Cater to Community events, create them, create 
revenue, draw tourists in, sell a few select homesites 
while increasing and protecting native habitat for our 
Flora and Fauna. This is a great opportunity for our 
community. I have faith in you

99. people want areas for exercising without competing 
with traffic and cars. Staging areas for healthy actives 
like running, walking. 

100. Don’t want Rancho Canada to become a tourist 
destination like “over loved” Point Lobos.  This 
should be a community area for the peninsula area 
not a Bay Area or Los Angeles tourist spot.

101. Looped trails and Fire Staging Area

102. Yes, I think it is important for all dog lovers to have 
access to the trails and walkways. Of course, the 
dogs would be leashed until they get to the dog park 
site. Also important would be to have access to all 
entryways for leashed-dogs from Rio Rd to Quail 
Lodge and in-between. If you live along any of these 
places, it would be dumb to have to get in the car 
to take your dog to the dog park when you live right 
down the street. Dogs must be on a leash throughout 
the park, until they arrive at the dog park. 

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 8
103. Picnic areas and any place where people gather will 

destroy the natural beauty of the area, as with people 
comes their garbage, their cars, destruction of plant 
life and harmful impacts on wildlife.  This alternative 
is a nightmare; it would destroy the area.

104. i prefer alternative 1

105. I would support a sensible design of an outdoor 
community gathering space and picnic areas.  I think 
preserving native space and having the emergency 
staging area are also critical to the master plan. 

106. PLEASE NO GOLF COURSE OR EXERCISE 
LOOP!!!!  NO ‘LOOPS’ PERIOD!!!!  LEAVE THIS 
AREA WILD FOR HIKING, HORSEBACK TRAILS, 
AND HABITAT RESTORATION, PERIOD!!!

107.  Disc golf is the fastest growing sport in the country. 
It is a safe, inexpensive, environmentally friendly, 
open to all Ages activity. Please consider disc golf as 
an option

108. “Please underdevelope this gift. Let it go back to wild.

109. Give our local wildlife more habitat”

110. It would be terrific to have “on leash” access from 
different access points so that car traffic/parking 
could be minimized at the one parking lot.  I don’t 
believe the amount of “ingress and egress” though 
will be a factor and people go out for doggy activities 
all time of the day as their schedule permits.

111. I think many residents would like to use a BBQ pit 
area.

112. Dog park 

113. dog park is key

114. It occurs to me that we must provide a leashed dog 
walking trail loop thru the park so that neighborhoods 
located adjacent to Rancho Canada won’t be forced 
into their cars to access the dog park resulting in 
more traffic & parking congestion That would be an 
unintended consequence of each of the alternatives 
you’ve presented.  Very important not to overlook 
that aspect in planning. Users must be able to have 
a “non” motorized means for getting into/out of the 
park.

115. Palo Corona is not an event center nor a place for 
commercial or large public events.  It is a place for 
people to appreciate its natural and native wildness, 
not a venue for crowds and games.

116. We cannot sustain large events due to the traffic and 
we should keep it like Garland Park

117. “Really like the dog friendly loop trails.

118. Really like the location of the dog park with this plan 
for parking and access”

119. “I prefer alternative #1

120. In #2 I like the dog park”

121. on leash path to connect dog park with Southbank 
Trail

122. To reduce traffic on CV Rd. and provide more space 
for parking, it would be nice to consider having dog 
friendly (on leash) loops so the park can be reached 
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by foot.  Thus providing access from the Crossroads 
are to the West and from the Southbank Trail from 
the East.

123. This is a favored local due to size and access to 
parking.

124. Alternative #2 is my favorite location for the fenced 
off leash dog park due to the adjacent parking and 
the size of the dog park

125. Alternative #2 is my favorite location for the dog park 
because of the adjacent parking and the size of the 
dog park.

126. I don’t care for the emphasis on large-scale gathering 
spots for events and exercise in this Alternative.

127. The favorite location for the dog park because to the 
adjacent parking and size of dog park.

128. Fenced, off-leash dog park. This is the best of the 
plans.

129. leaving open space open- 

130. it is important for Rancho Canada to have a “dog 
friendly” loop trail (on leash) so that the dog 
park can be accessed on foot from the east end 
neighborhoods on the Southbank Trail and from the 
west end neighborhoods near the Crossroads at 
Rio Road, and that dog owners have access to both 
neighborhoods via a trail through Rancho Canada. 
Such a loop trail will facilitate walk-in access to the 
dog park, while mitigating the traffic and parking 
impact, both of which have been concerns brought 
up at meetings.

131. It would be very important for Rancho Canada to 
have a “dog friendly” loop trail (on leash) so that 
the dog park can be accessed on foot from the east 
end neighborhoods on the Southbank Trail and from 
the west end neighborhoods near the Crossroads at 
Rio Road, and that dog owners have access to both 
neighborhoods via a trail through Rancho Canada. 
Such a loop trail will facilitate walk-in access to the 
dog park, while mitigating the traffic and parking 
impact, both of which have been concerns brought 
up at meetings.

132. “it is important for Rancho Canada to have a “dog 
friendly” loop trail (on leash) so that the dog 
park can be accessed on foot from the east end 
neighborhoods on the Southbank Trail and from the 
west end neighborhoods near the Crossroads at 
Rio Road, and that dog owners have access to both 
neighborhoods via a trail through Rancho Canada. 
Such a loop trail will facilitate walk-in access to the 
dog park, while mitigating the traffic and parking 
impact, both of which have been concerns brought 
up at meetings.”

133. Want to please as many as possible while having 
reserved space for crisis--Cal Fire Staging seems 
good but maybe there is another site not mentioned. 
I would drop that from my list of three if so and favor 
large gathering site there

134. no intense activities like marathons, running groups  
or fitness course

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 8
135. “I am also in favor of allowing on leash dogs on a loop 

of trails connecting the park from both South Bank 
and other end of park. 

136. It is important to offer access to the dog park that is 
not restricted to driving your car. “

137. “t is important for Rancho Canada to have a “dog 
friendly” loop trail (on leash) so that the dog 
park can be accessed on foot from the east end 
neighborhoods on the Southbank Trail and from the 
west end neighborhoods near the Crossroads at 
Rio Road, and that dog owners have access to both 
neighborhoods via a trail through Rancho Canada. 
Such a loop trail will facilitate walk-in access to the 
dog park, while mitigating the traffic and parking 
impact, both of which have been concerns brought 
up at meetings.“

138. it is important for Rancho Canada to have a “dog 
friendly” loop trail (on leash) so that the dog 
park can be accessed on foot from the east end 
neighborhoods on the Southbank Trail and from the 
west end neighborhoods near the Crossroads at 
Rio Road, and that dog owners have access to both 
neighborhoods via a trail through Rancho Canada. 
Such a loop trail will facilitate walk-in access to the 
dog park, while mitigating the traffic and parking 
impact, both of which have been concerns brought 
up at meetings.”

139. This is my first choice for the use of the area, but 
especially the fenced dog park with parking and 
access from CV Road and South Bank Trail.

140. Proximity of parking area to off-leash dog park.

141. The size of the dog park and the proximity to parking 
is very, very important, especially to older and 
physically challenged dog owners.

142. “it is important for Rancho Canada to have a “dog 
friendly” loop trail (on leash) so that the dog 
park can be accessed on foot from the east end 
neighborhoods on the Southbank Trail and from the 
west end neighborhoods near the Crossroads at 
Rio Road, and that dog owners have access to both 
neighborhoods via a trail through Rancho Canada. 
Such a loop trail will facilitate walk-in access to the 
dog park, while mitigating the traffic and parking 
impact, both of which have been concerns brought 
up at meetings.”

143. Dogs and families

144. Like larger area for dogs and adjacent parking to off 
leash dog park

145. For dog park, allows easy parking and off leash area

146. LOVE the Dog Park

147. Fitness area would be one of a kind and an incredible 
attraction to get people outdoors! The offleash area 
is an absolute need in this area where dogs don’t 
have many options to go. The trails should also be 
pet friendly, as there are not a lot of other great family 
(and fur family) options in this area regarding trails.  

148. all of the elements look great.

149. bigger dog park
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150. No camping!

151. “I think any and all could fit on the area bordering on 
CV Rd. Why are these plans alternatives--do they 
have to be either/or?  I would not choose to have a 
dog park but I don’t object to having it up by the road. 
Ditto for disc golf, parcourse, etc. Those seem okay 
as long as no wild area across the river is affected. I 
don’t know why we need a new access road. I like 
the old play or pray sign, and the curves slow people 
down.

152.     With hundreds of acres already ‘civilized,’ why not 
let people have space for events craft fair, etc.) while 
also letting natural wetlands or other elements be 
re-estaablished.”

153. Disc Golf Course

154. Allowing cross country races is very important. The 
wide-open, rolling nature of the front country and 
rancho properties would make a world-class cross 
country course

155. bigger dog park, but also need trails to walk dog on 
leash

156. native untouched open areas

157. Like the idea of providing community gathering space 
in a beautiful natural setting

158. Why don’t you just bring back the golf course that 
was destroyed by this project instead of stupid disc 
golf!  The off leash is dumb and people will think the 
whole park is off leash.  Picnic Tables not interested 
as it will just be one trash mess that will spread 
throughout the park.

159. Open Space Wedding Ceremony & Banquet 
Reception Space

160. Don’t care for the concrete jungle look of the 
fitness space nor the built up look like if there are in 
wilderness let them bring a blanket and a basket why 
build picnic tables with roofs overhead. These space 
look like they are built for city people not nature 
lovers. Less is better in this case. Leave it natural so 
the can observe as nature intended.

161. Bike Paths and stuff for pets and kids to participate in.

162. The property is a commons and thus using it for 
the commercial benefit of outside enterprises is 
inappropriate. A respect for nature is a respect for 
ourselves as embedded in the natural world. 

163. See my comments on Alternative 1. Proximity to 
public roads and availability of parking make this a 
prime location for more intensive recreational uses.

164. Disc Golf would be epic!

165. Do not reduce day access for wildlife by running 
fitness activities all day long!

166. Dogs on walking trails must be on leash.

167. Yes, forgot the dogs! Keep this open space for future 
generations. Do not over build

168. These ideas are even more inappropriate than alt. 1.

169. Alternative #2 has the best location of all 3 
alternatives for the fenced off leash dog park because 
of parking and size of park could be up to 5 acres. 

170. need walk in access from west (crossroads) and east 
(Southbank trail) for dogs on leash and their owners 
to get to dog park.  don’t want to have to drive car 
with dog to dog park, taking up parking spaces and 
missing opportunity for community connectivity 
of trails and park for people and their furry family 
members.(dogs)_

171.  I really think a dog park needs to be included in any 
alternative. But since I can only choose three I like 
the other three first 

172. large dog park

173. I believe that with time elements from all the 
alternatives can be integrated

174. In addition to my 3 most-liked elements, I support 
a CalFire area that wouldn’t obstruct the wildlife 
corridor that would best follow the seasonal 
watercourse from Martin Canyon down to the river.  
Also, I believe that there could be room -- adjacent 
to other developed areas such as roads, parking lot, 
clubhouse, and a Nursery/Greenhouse -- for a Group 
Picnic Area with a waterproof roof.

175. Disc golf is very passive/compatible

176. Events/Races are intriguing

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 8
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QUESTION 9 : ANY GENERAL COMMENTS THAT YOU 
HAVE ABOUT ALTERNATIVE # 2?
1. None - way too dense of use, no fitness course, disc, 

dogs

2. All these proposals attract too dense use

3. No weddings, etc. No staging events - leave “events” 
to the private

4. No sector races - we have too many with too much 
impact

5. Most potential for crowds and abuse

6. Don’t like it!

7. Too much developed

8. Too much development

9. No events

10. No recreation zone-fitness course/disc golf

11. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

12. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

13. No mountain bikes. They ignore restrictions and break 
the rules.

14. There is too much lawn space in this alternative.  
Other parks have large amounts of lawn that are not 
utilized by visitors.

15. Disc golf would awesome

16. continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings. 

17. Again, is a dog park in demand in this area?

18. I feel concerned by the inclusion of either a fitness 
course or a golf course. This seems very much 
counter to any objective of preserving the land 
or rehabilitating native plant habitats. Golfing and 
other commercial recreational land use ought to be 
left to private land use, not on public land. There is 
an opportunity to protect the natural beauty of this 
space, enhance it by removing invasive plant species, 
and responsibly care for the space.

19. Dogs within voice command of their owners should 
be allowed anywhere “off-leash” that children are 
allowed in a park funded by tax-payers, many of 
whom have “dog” children

20. Disc Golf!

21. I helped in the proposal, design, and build of the disc 
golf course at Ryan Ranch, and I remember looking at 
much of the land that is Palo Coronado, and it would 
be prime country for another top notch disc golf 
course in the area. 

22. Don’t do it! Keep it simple: Hiking trails, open space 
and perhaps a historical/interpretive panel or two.

23. Would love to see a disc golf course 

24. The dog park needs to be reached on foot with dogs 
on leash.  Some dogs are older & do not need a long 
walk before their play time.  It would be nice if dogs 

are allowed on trails in the park on leash, not off 
leash.

25. no dog park, no disc golf

26. alternative 1 is much better, why spend limited 
money on moving the entry road.  Disc golf and 
fitness course not appropriate uses.  Overall a weak 
design

27. This seems a mishmash. Too many activities crowded 
in and competing with each other. Not coherent. 

28. Rancho Canada ballroom space should be used for 
WACMB lecturs/luncheons 

29. Please support disc golf

30. Looks like the best balance of all the alternatives.

31. I like the use of the space for the community 
functions as there will be a considerable amount of 
land in the rest of the park for conservation purposes. 
I think this plan will see more visitors than plan 1

32. I have roughly calculated the proposed acreage for 
the disc golf/fitness area around 20 acres. A good 
rule of thumb for disc golf course design is one 
acre per hole. While 20 acres is above 18 (18 hole 
course), establishing a fully functional course on a 
set-aside/reserved 20 acres may be difficult without 
consideration for actual course design. Please 
consider that disc golf courses function very well 
on parcels of land that are usually undesirable for 
other uses due to foliage or slopes. If possible, allow 
some potential course development on abutting 
parcels (approximately 5-10 acres) to allow for course 
development options that would lead to a better 
product, more environmentally compatible, and 
cohesive with the surrounding environment.  Proper 
course design allows the course to function and flow 
seamlessly through natural setting of the park. 

33. disc golf!

34. Dog park again? Seems to be the only constant in 
all scenarios; now I understand why it was from my 

“dog park” lobbying friends that I heard about the 
first survey (and never managed to get to in time). 
We have Carmel Beach as one huge dog park where 
everyone already can go (and goes). Why spend 
precious budget allocations on something that is 
already plentiful?

35. “I think the picnic area on south side of river is too big 
- having to carry

36. stuff longer distance limits utility of putting in remote 
picnic areas”

37. I like the greater focus on community use.

38. I have been working with the Monterey Unified 
School District to teach disc golf for their after school 
program. Many children have come to enjoy the sport 
and a course in the monterey bay area would be nice 
for them to use.

39. Disc Golf

40. Please, no more dog places. There are already plenty 
of dog friendly places and off leash possibilities. 

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 9
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41. Again, disc golf is inclusive of all ages and skills and 
shows off the area.

42. Difficult to compare #1 and #2 without them being 
side by side.

43. I would suggest avoiding the expense of a new entry 
road.  Won’t this alternative work without re-routing 
the entry road?

44. Taxpayers want their investment maintained, rather 
than expensive capital improvements.

45. All these options in Alternative #2 are too invasive. 
We have enough developed space. We need to keep 
things the way they are and keep them undeveloped. 

46. People can go all over the peninsula to do things...
more organized activity/ recreation is not necessary. 
Keep it simple, keep it open to all for hiking and 
picnicing

47. I also like the disc golf element

48. Too much development and emphasis on big events.  
Use the Monterey Fairgrounds for big events.  This 
area cannot support the traffic impact of community 
gatherings! 

49. Not in favor of a fitness course or disc golf area. 
Trails with hills and views are enticing enough for 
both walkers and runners. Disc golf is concerning for 
potential injuries (i.e. being hit by a stray disc).

50. Too much development.

51. Limit development as much as possible with simple 
goal of providing parking, emergency staging area, 
and day use access only.

52. Adding more population and increased traffic 
pollution is not desirable.

53. Leave lots of open space - don’t make the buildings 
too large.

54. Alt 2 elements such as the clubhouse and outdoor 
community events element should be worked into 
Alt 1 to assure the maximum flexibilty in meeting 
community needs as these fluctuate over time.  River 
and upland restoration is critical to both alternatives 
for flood and fire hazard management.

55. I don’t like that it’s focused more on large events that 
might damage the natural area, instead of preserving 
it and teaching others about the area like option #1

56. Youth camping for environmental education would be 
a great add to this alternative.

57. Will Rancho Canada facilities be linked via trail from 
Rio Road and/or Rancho San Carlos Rd./Southbank 
trail so we can walk in to enjoy the facilities?

58. It lacks in educational and nature connection facilities. 
Seems like more of a balance with recreation and 
community events can be struck.

59. This would be the best alternative for the proposed 
dog park.

60. Yes..you have left out our current club and nonprofit 
meetings and meals in the clubhouse. 

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 9
61. It is missing the most important use for the main 

building...meetings, fundraisers and meals for local 
clubs and nonprofits. 

62. Please no dogs

63. What I just said. Preserve our natural treasures and 
contribute to the culture of our neighborhood 

64. “How many parking spaces at the “Visitor Center”?

65. Don’t like the idea of large events there since the 
traffic on Carmel Valley road can be congested.

66. Keep Rancho building open

67. Keep it natural with the designate areas as indicated 
and supervised - on site park rangers to keep it safe 
for visitors and not a Toro Park free for all. 

68. Just as long as you don’t let this lovely place become 
another theme park.

69. Looks good

70. Same as above comments. Leashed-dogs 
have all access to entryways. So important for 
neighborhoods. 

71. See above.  With the exception of what I checked, 
this alternative is an environmental nightmare.  Please 
don’t.

72. I am not crazy about the dog park or fitness course, 
etc. 

73. WHY DO WE HAVE TO OVERCROWD A NATURAL 
SPACE WITH PEOPLE???  THEY WILL RUIN IT!!!!

74. The least development, the better.

75. Keep the area natural. Do not develop.

76. “I’m mostly concerned when the idea of small 
dog/big dog areas are mentioned that it will be 
a “”postage stamp”” sized area.  For dogs to truly 
act “”naturally””, they can’t feel “”trapped”” with a 
relatively small space surrounded my insurmountable 
fences to keep them “”IN”” and vulnerable.  The 
more land that is most likely not going to used for 
the majority of hikers, should be awarded to the 
dog park.  Overuse of a small area gets to be too 
trampled, muddy in the winter  and generally a 

“”concentrated”” feel, not the feeling of being “”out 
in nature”” with your fur buddy!  Thank you again and 
again for your consideration on this valuable asset.  
People can walked pretty much anywhere but people 
and PETS are restricted even with as dog friendly this 
area is compared to other places!  Sincerely, Mary 
Liskin”

77. It is important for Rancho Canada to have a “dog 
friendly” loop trail (on leash) so that the dog 
park can be accessed on foot from the east end 
neighborhoods on the Southbank Trail and from the 
west end neighborhoods near the Crossroads at 
Rio Road, and that dog owners have access to both 
neighborhoods via a trail through Rancho Canada. 
Such a loop trail will facilitate walk-in access to the 
dog park, while mitigating the traffic and parking 
impact.

78. no fitness course or disc golf!!
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79. Not in favor of a disc golf course

80. There is very little to like in Alternative #2 and it does 
not reflect the public responses to Survey #1.  Why 
are these choices here when they don’t reflect the 
responses you got in the first Survey?

81. I like this plan the best

82. The disk golf doesn’t really go with the nature 
preservation

83. i like the location of the dog park

84. It’s a great alternative!

85. I feel it vital for Rancho Canada to provide a loop 
trail for those with leashed dogs in order to access 
the park on foot from the E  neighborhoods on the 
Southbank Trail plus the W end neighborhoods near 
The Crossroads. Dog owners should have access 
to both areas via a trail through RC.  This loop will 
facilitate walk-in access to the dog park, while 
mitigating traffic and parking impact, which have 
raised concerns.

86. It is important to have a dog friendly loop trail so that 
the dog park can be easily accessed on foot from the 
neighborhoods and from the Crossroads Shopping 
Center via a trail in Rancho Canada. Walk in access 
to the dog park will reduce car traffic and car parking 
impact.

87. It is important for Rancho Canada to have a “dog 
friendly” loop trail (on leash) so that the dog 
park can be accessed on foot from the east end 
neighborhoods on the Southbank Trail and from the 
west end neighborhoods near the Crossroads at 
Rio Road, and that dog owners have access to both 
neighborhoods via a trail through Rancho Canada. 
Such a loop trail will facilitate walk-in access to the 
dog park, while mitigating the traffic and parking 
impact, both of which have been concerns brought 
up at meetings.

88. Like the dog friendly loop trail (on leash) so that the 
dog park can be accessed on foot.

89. It’s important that an on leash, dog friendly access 
trail connect the fenced dog park with the South Bank 
Trail as this is the preferred approach for many dog 
owners.

90. Most inappropriate uses:  - dog park and group 
activities , marathon races, cafe and dining , etc

91. don’t want dog park in any of the alternatives

92. This is my first choice of the three alternatives.

93. This is the best alterative

94. Important to have leash dog trail through adjacent 
neighborhoods for access to off leash dog park.

95. “Allow access to dog park on trails (dogs leashed 
while on trails) 

96. “I’m from Palm Springs.  There is a terrific dog park 
there near the airport.  It is a bonding experience for 
dogs, community members and tourists visiting the 

gorgeous desert.  This location would provide the 
same bonding factor for Carmel area.

97. Most places around here don’t cater to young or 
fit adults, and dogs. It’s always about children or 
tourists. Finally a place may be dedicated to a fitness 
course and families with dogs who usually don’t have 
trails or space to play! 

98. access from west side from Rio Road is very 
important to us, we would find driving cumbersome 
since we live on the west side.

99. No disk golf!  Keep this park natural, don’t add 
structures, there is too much traffic to support 
community events.

100. What makes Palo Carona what it is is the quiet.  

101. As a resident of Carmel Valley since 1972 I have seen 
a huge increase in traffic.  No more events please.  
Highway One and Carmel Valley Road cannot handle 
any more events.

102. Too much tourism and human activity, not enough 
nature

103. See above

104. Lack of Camping

105. “Let’s keep the park open native space. Why do we 
need to build big pavilions or amphitheaters? I would 
like to see the park mostly native open space, you 
have done such a good job with Garland Park. 

106. I am very concerned with the attendance of the park. 
I want there to be a limit to how many people can 
attend the park per day. One that allows only parking 
in the designated parking lots and when the parking 
lot is full, the entrance is closed. How do we make 
sure the overflow will not be on Carmel Valley Rd? 
Making it very dangerous like Hwy 1 in the Point 
Lobos corridor.

107. I am concerned with our native area and the amount 
of use and trash that gets left behind. Will we have 
enough manpower to police it and keep it clean? We 
don’t have enough manpower to keep Point Lobos 
safe. Every busy weekend there are accidents down 
Hwy 1. People are flocking to our area but they don’t 
understand why they are here. They don’t respect the 
land, they throw garbage out of the cars! They use 
the land as a latrine and there is toilet paper strewn all 
up and down our coast. They trample and leave litter 
in our parks. How do we educate all of the people 
who come to visit us? This is the part that upsets me 
the most. We respect our area, we love it, we keep 
it clean. How will we prevent this from happening? 
Its happening right now all along the coast Hwy 1 
from Carmel past Big Sur and there hasn’t been 
anything done about it yet. Bringing more people in 
won’t solve the problems we have in our community 
right now. So let’s try and prevent them from getting 
worse.

108. CV road cannot support large community events!   
Don’t build pavilions and amphitheaters, this is a 
RURAL park. Please NO DISK GOLF (go to Ryan 
Ranch!)

109. NO group events!  too much traffic and noise

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 9
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110. No to making a native landscape a shopping mall/
mini-golf entertainment complex.  Native landscapes 
are disappearing around the Monterey/Carmel region-
-we need to keep and protect those that remain for 
future generations!

111. Concerned about parking demand during community 
events; if had better trail connectivity to Carmel, 
people could park off-site and walk or ride bikes to 
the site.

112. Get rid of the dog park idea.

113. Nature Play Space (Alternative #1) would be good for 
families - need more child-friendly activities

114. I don’t know how populated this area is, and what 
opportunities for community gatherings places 
already exist. It may be there are few, and that such a 
space is needed.

115. Too citified. Leave the place natural not like Disney 
land park like of the frontier land or over built 
Yellowstone or Yosemite. Why spend money to ruin 
nature. Leave it be.

116. Looks more simple then 1, and cheaper. What can 
the budget handle?

117. The less “development” of the site the better. 
Activities like frisbee golf are trends that pass. 
Respecting the limited natural elements we have left 
in the world is essential. We need to reconnect with 
our own embeddedness in nature and not separate 
ourselves more from this fact.  

118. This area should be a park, not an event center.

119. This alternative should explicitly include trail and bike 
path connectivity,

120. It is not my favorite alternative.

121. Like alternative 1 much better

122. Preserve the open parkland atmosphere. No 
elaborate added structures.

123. Having native open space element should be a 
foregone conclusion in all 3 alternatives instead of an 
either/or decision among all the other elements .

124. where are the bike trails

125. I’m not sure where the disc golf idea came from, but 
I have never heard of people actually playing this - 
I’ve seen disc golf equipment near the Del Monte 
shopping center in Monterey and it appears to be 
unused.  

126. I’m starting to think that the high-paid consultants are 
pushing outlandish ideas to justify their high price tag.

127. The river could be open to fishing, as I believe the 
stretch in Garland Park is? Limited fishing as is found 
with the Carmel River Steelhead fish.

128. It is important that there be a dog friendly trail (on 
leash) that gives dog owners “walk-in” access to 
the dog park from both the east end neighborhoods 
off Southbank Trail and from the west end 
neighborhoods at the Crossroads area of Rio Road. 
This trail should be a loop through Rancho Canada so 

that east and west end neighborhoods are connected 
via a dog friendly trail. Dog owners should be able to 
connect from the Crossroads neighborhoods to the 
dog park and continue their walk to the Southbank 
Trail and west neighborhoods and vice versa. It’s 
important for mitigating traffic issues as well parking 
issues. It would not be logical to force dog owners 
to access the dog park only by driving to the dog 
park, when they can easily access Rancho Canada on 
foot and many would choose to do so. A dog friendly 
loop through Rancho Canada connecting the east 
and west end neighborhoods also provides walking 
exercise opportunities for dog owners (some of 
whom make it a family affair with toddlers in strollers 
or young children on bicycle) whose main and in 
some cases only form of exercise and outdoor time 
is focused on walking the dog. Walking to Rancho 
Canada and going to the dog park where their dog 
gets to romp and socialize is a double benefit.

129. I do not see any choices in the plan for a liking a 
multiuser trail to lead to the main area of the park

130. This does not suit the area. Way too urban!

131. too much development and structures, does not 
respect natural spaces

132. In this Park, I wouldn’t want there to be Outdoor 
Community Event/Gathering Spaces other than an 
Outdoor Amphitheater, a Group Picnic Area, and Dog 
Park(s) -- There will probably be Indoor Community 
Event/Gathering Space(s).  Also, I wouldn’t want 
there to be a Fitness Course or Disc Golf Course 
because such courses would be better in a more 
developed setting, such as a city park.

133. Alt 2 - 4+ acre dog park

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 9
WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - ALTERNATIVE 3 QUESTIONS

ALTERNATIVE 3 DESCRIPTION
Alternative #3 focuses on community art and wellness with trail loops that provide space for exercise, meditation, and 
art-in-the-park. Brief descriptions and example imagery of potential uses are included below. The following page will ask 
you to choose the 3 elements you like best about this alternative, with space provided for additional comments.

SITE IMPROVEMENTS
• Re-routed entry road

• River and Upland restoration

• Trailhead with informational map and kiosk

• Picnic and group picnic pavilions

• Outdoor areas for meditation and exercise

• Art, cultural and continued education spaces

• Trail loops in varying lengths and abilities

• Fenced, off-leash dog park

• CalFire Staging area for use during emergencies

CLUBHOUSE AND SUPPORT STRUCTURES 
• Visitor/Interpretive center

• Conference space for community wellness workshops 
and classes

• Rented office space to local wellness organizations and 
clinics

• Collaboration with local artists on art-in-the-park 
programs
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WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 10
QUESTION 10 : WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING ELEMENTS OF ALTERNATIVE # 3 - COMMUNITY ART AND 
WELLNESS DO YOU LIKE THE MOST? (CHOOSE UP TO 3)

Answer Count Response Answer Count Response
Picnic/Gathering Pavilion 8 16.7% Picnic/Gathering Pavilion 87 21.4%

Outdoor wellness/community event 
space 9 18.8%

Outdoor wellness/community event 
space 82 20.1%

Fenced, Off-Leash Dog Park 30 62.5% Fenced, Off-Leash Dog Park 166 40.8%
Community Garden 16 33.3% Community Garden 48 11.8%

Sensory Gardens 19 39.6% Sensory Gardens 53 13.0%
Fitness and Meditation Course 18 37.5% Fitness and Meditation Course 94 23.1%

Sculpture/Interactive Art Installations 19 39.6% Sculpture/Interactive Art Installations 84 20.6%
Picnic Areas 14 29.2% Picnic Areas 92 22.6%

CalFire Emergency Staging Area 8 16.7% CalFire Emergency Staging Area 75 18.4%
Native Open Space 37 77.1% Native Open Space 214 52.6%

Other (please specify) 15 31.3% Other (please specify) 70 17.2%
Total Respondents 48 Total Respondents 407
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WRITE-IN RESPONSES
QUESTION #10 :  WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING 
ELEMENTS OF ALTERNATIVE # 3 - COMMUNITY ART 
AND WELLNESS DO YOU LIKE THE MOST?

1. Multi-use trails

2. Multi-use trails

3. Multi-use trails

4. Multi-use trails

5. Multi-use trails

6. Multi-use trails

7. Multi-use trails

8. Multi-use trails

9. Multi-use trails

10. Multi-use trails

11. Restoration zone

12. Restoration zone

13. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

14. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

15. yoga in the park would be great

16. Disc golf

17. continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings. 

18. Disc golf course

19. Continue use of Clubhouse ballroooms for MBWAC 
luncheon meetings

20. Would like to continue use of the Clubhouse 
ballrooms for current club banquet fundraisers

21. Disc Golf Course

22.  To continue the use of the clubhouse ball rooms for 
club banquet fundraisers. 

23. Use of clubhouse for non orofits

24. Disc golf park. Great place to stay active

25. Disc golf course 

26. How about just hiking trails?

27. dog park is better in #2

28. Disc golf course

29. Maintain existing Community Rooms

30. I also really like the community garden which builds 
so many local connections.

31. Use of Rancho Canada ballrooms for WACMB 
lectures/luncheons

32. Disc Golf course 

33. Disc golf course. Maybe a learning course like the 
one at the Marina youth center.

34. Continued use of the clubhouse ballrooms for current 
club banquets and fundraisers

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 10
35. as a big hiker I appreciate it when we just leave 

everything natural.  I like to have experiences in 
nature with nature.  This is why I hike.  

36. Availability of the public rooms and ballroom at the 
clubhouse for community service organizations

37. A simple bike/walk path linking the Mouth of the 
Valley to the Easternmost part of this property is of 
high value.

38. continue use of clubhouse ballroom for WACMB 
luncheons

39. We wish for continued use of the Clubhouse 
ballrooms for WACMB monthly luncheon meetings.

40. Allow non-profits to use the clubhouse ballrooms for 
events

41. Use of clubhouse for World Affairs Council Monterey 
Bay meetings.

42. use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for luncheons and 
community meetings

43. Facility for World Affairs Council luncheons/lectures

44. continued availability of golf clubhouse for community 
events--World Affairs Council, UNA luncheons, etc

45. CalFire staging area essential in all alternatives & 
planning

46. Community service clubs to use clubhouse

47. NONE.  Where is the Rancho Canada CLubhouse.  
Very PIE IN the SKY.

48. The amptheater would fit in nicely

49. Native Open Space IS Meditation just keep the 
existing golf trails and add few others.

50. We need the clubhouse for the current clubs and 
nonprofits who meet there for meals and meetings. 

51. other recreational activities

52. #1 Choice- Keeping the main building, labeled as 
Visitor Center, for club and nonprofit meetings with 
meals, and events. 

53. I’m sorry, but I have to ask where is the water to 
come from for lawns and the rest?

54. More options for recreation

55. Meditation course, sensory gardens, community 
gardens, interactive art - no!

56. trail connections to other trails. Ditto for Alt. # 1 & 2. I 
hike.

57. trail connectivity

58. Anything other than what I checked will destroy the 
beauty of the area, will harm wildlife and vegetation, 
and will turn the place into a crowded mess.  This is 
the worst, absolutely worst that could happen to this 
beautiful spot.

59. Fishing access

60. I love the inclusion of the arts and sensory gardens.  
This is my favorite combination.  My vote is for 
education & the arts with attention to a harmonious 
design with the landscape. 
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61. none

62.  interior space for non-profit gatherings

63. larger off leash areas are better

64. paths of varying lengths and accessibility focus

65. Golf course

66. they all look great

67. Mountain biking

68. Well, as I’ve said before, I think we can fit it all in, 
if enough people want it (i.e. ugh dog park which 
I will never go near), so it’s more a question of the 
best use of our taxes. I don’t see why we should 
duplicate what’s already out there. For example, 
how about letting community gardens be in an area 
where people lack their own yard space, for example? 
That does not apply to most of Carmel Valley, and 
it seems more useful to have a garden near where 
you live. The church across the play/pray road has a 
meditation area open to all. Pcnic areas are great--but 
let’s wait to put up a pavilion till we see if it’s ever 
going to rain again. 

69. event lawn

70. mt bike trail system

71. Staging area for equestrian access to trails

72. Bicycle & hiking trails are a MUST!!!!

73. Nature is the best art. Keep out statues and 
sculptures.

74. Again, we need to consider bike paths and trails. We 
also need to make sure it is kid-friendly and pet-
friendly.

75. I don’t have a dog but would love to see a space 
where they can run free, off leash.

76. Separate “fitness course” and “meditation space” 
into two different areas.

77. Off road trails for cyclists to access the backcountry 
trail systems.

78. You have nature!  Why do you need to build al this 
extra stuff?

79. Hiking trails and open space preservation.

80. have larger off-leash dog park

81. Trail Head access for: Hikers, Mountain Bikers and 
Equestrian users of the Front and Back Ranch areas

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 10
WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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WRITE-IN RESPONSES
QUESTION #11:  ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
ABOUT THE ELEMENTS FROM ALTERNATIVE # 3 
THAT YOU LIKE THE MOST?

1. Community garden but move off from highway

2. Dog park away from main portion, separated by road

3. Keep it natural

4. Best dog park

5. Trailhead

6. Only the restoration zone!

7. Mountain biking

8. Hiking and dogs on leash

9. Bike path

10. Like the dog park location and size

11. Feels the most respectful of nature

12. Expanded trail system

13. Vegetated buffer

14. Trailhead

15. Paved/gravel paths throughout

16. Fiteness meditation area yet smaller

17. Art in the park should be lcoated in any adopted plan 
yet it should only be a smaller space

18. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

19. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

20. yoga/ tai chi in the park.  contemplative atmosphere

21. I like the community garden.  I would rent a plot.

22. continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings. 

23. Youth outdoor activities and education about nature 
goes hand in hand with the disc golf culture and 
the disc golf community are stalwart stewards of 
the lands they are allowed to access, organizing 
volunteers for regular cleanup and maintenance tasks. 

24. a picnic space seems nice and appropriate

25. Maintaining open, preserved spaces is an important 
function of a parks district; ensuring that the open 
space has an intentional native plant rehabilitation 
component will ensure the health of the plant 
communities in the park in the future.

26. Continue use of Clubhouse ballrooms for WACMB 
luncheon meetings.

27. All surveys find that people consider their dogs as 
“children.”  If public funds are used to support public 
lands, people should be able to have their family 
members, i.e, dogs, accompany them throughout the 
trails on said public lands.

28. Each alternative becomes more and more outlandish 
and inappropriate for the Park District’s well-defined 
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mission of maintaining open space parks. I truly 
hope this planning process will come back to earth 
and throw away these ridiculous concepts- think 
Garland Park (and dont’ try to fix a concept that is not 
broken!)

29. like meditation space but shouldn’t be combined with 
fitness course they don’t work together

30. Educational opportunities should continue by allowing 
Rancho Canada ballroom space to be used for 
WACMB luncheons/lectures

31. A meditation course doesn’t make sense to me. 
Sounds like a lot of upkeep. Don’t know how much 
use it would get.

32. I am less keen on this alternative.

33. I like the concept  that engages human psyche and 
physical health needs.  I especially like the inclusion 
of art.

34. An outdoor lawn or gathering place could be great for 
teaching people how to play disc golf and intriduce 
them to the course(s) in the area.

35. Each of these alternatives packs a lot of activity at 
Rancho Canada. I wonder if you have fully considered 
this impact at Rancho Canada and also in the spill-
over effect on the Palo Corona Ranch.

36. Needs to include use of the clubhouse for catering 
events for community groups and weddings along 
with indoor community meetings.  So the workshops 
you’ve held will contiue to have a place to meet.

37. All included in a long term plan?

38. Calfire needs a staging area.  Open space is valuable 
during emergencies...helicopters, etc.   walking and 
picnics meet the needs of the public

39. Use of existing infrastructure to support community 
wellness.

40. by the way I don’t have a dog - I  just know they need 
a place to go

41. Nothing

42. Use of clubhouse would allow for more monies 
collected at events to be dedicated to the charities 
they serve

43. Too much development.

44. Keep the space as natural as possible, tailored to day 
use only by hikers.

45. The arts should not be excluded from Alt 1 or 2.  I 
see the arts and healing opportunities being entirely 
compatible with a mix of elements in Alt 1 and 
2 that emphasize opportunities for large group ot 
individualized more solitary trails and from community 
to quiet meditative spaces, from child and dog 
friendly to handicapped and more adult oriented 
activities such as evening concerts and symposia.  
Aesthetic elements from signage to sculpture to art in 
the park programs should be a basic theme.

46. Allow non-profits to use clubhouse ballrooms for 
events

47. NO DEDICATED DOG PARKS
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48. I don’t think a wellness or art focus is appropriate for 
this space.

49. No

50. That Carmel Valley Rotary could continue to use the 
clubhouse for our meetings 

51. Bring back Rancho Canada Clubhouse for use by 
clubs for family meetings and weddings.  It served 
FAR MORE community members than this wish-
washy feel-good  mish-mash will ever serve.  Who is 
getting PAID OFF?

52. I like the focus on the Art, especially the art in the 
park concept

53. It is missing the indoor meeting and meal space for 
local current clubs and nonprofits. 

54. Yes, please see the most important point in #10 
Other. 

55. Leave more of the area open and native

56. Rancho building open for community events    

57. Natural space and keep it open and visitor friendly.  
Over emphasis on wellness and meditation courses 
doesn’t seem to be a public park theme.  Natural 
history and interruptive areas ideal.  I like the dog 
park idea since it is isolated from picnic, trail, and 
community buildings.

58. dog park

59. This alternative overdevelops what should be 
maintained as a truly natural, wild place.  A few 
restrooms, trails, and the dog park are all that is 
needed; the CalFire staging area is a must.  But 
please don’t put in all the other crap.  Inviting masses 
of people will bring their garbage, their harassment of 
wildlife, and their noise.

60. I love the art, sensory gardens, meditation zone 
(mandalas or labyrinth). 

61. WELLNESS, COMMUNITY EVENT SPACE IF 
ANYTHING AT ALL.  FENCED DOG RUN.  WHERE’S 
THE HORSEBACK RIDING TRAILS I NEED AND 
WANT?

62. trails are good in this alternative 

63. Dog park 

64. dog park is #1.

65. “Again...good location for dog park, near parking lot.

66. However; what about adjacent neighborhoods 
accessing and using the dog area.  Where are the 
(dog friendly-leashed) loop type trails that would 
allow them to walk there, and not have to use their 
cars? More traffic on Carmel Valley Road is not what 
you intend I’m sure.  “

67. Keep the “build-up in the park to an absolute 
minimum.  Picnic areas provide places to 
contemplate, as do trails with some interpretive 
information.  The rest is unnecessary.

68. This alternative offers more interactive options. I love 
it

69. I love all of the suggested uses for the property.

70. I see no reason that art can’t be integrated into 
Alternative 1. no need to have separate fitness/
meditation circuit of trails. there are so many existing 
places for people to exercise -- art and walking 
exist in harmony in nature. Running/biking does not 
work in harmony with meditation or art and nature. 
Community and sensory gardens should include 
natives, as in Alternative 1. 

71. Want a dog friendly loop trail so that the dog park can 
be accessed on foot.

72. sensory gardens and native open space

73. “it is important for Rancho Canada to have a “dog 
friendly” loop trail (on leash) so that the dog 
park can be accessed on foot from the east end 
neighborhoods on the Southbank Trail and from the 
west end neighborhoods near the Crossroads at 
Rio Road, and that dog owners have access to both 
neighborhoods via a trail through Rancho Canada. 
Such a loop trail will facilitate walk-in access to the 
dog park, while mitigating the traffic and parking 
impact, both of which have been concerns brought 
up at meetings.”

74. I like this one most

75. dog park too big- shouldn’t be there at all.  

76. For alternative #2 it’s important for R.C.to have a 
dog friendly loop trail -on leash-so dog park can be 
accessed on foot from the East and neighborhood 
son the southbank trail and from the west end 
neighborhoods near the crossroads at Rio Road,and 
that dog owners have access to both neighborhood 
via a trail through Rancho Canada. Such a loop 
trail will facilitate walk-in access to the dog park 
while mitigating the traffic and parking impact,both 
of which have been concerns brought up at the 
meetings.

77. “it is important for Rancho Canada to have a “dog 
friendly” loop trail (on leash) so that the dog 
park can be accessed on foot from the east end 
neighborhoods on the Southbank Trail and from the 
west end neighborhoods near the Crossroads at 
Rio Road, and that dog owners have access to both 
neighborhoods via a trail through Rancho Canada. 
Such a loop trail will facilitate walk-in access to the 
dog park, while mitigating the traffic and parking 
impact, both of which have been concerns brought 
up at meetings.”

78. DOG PARK!!!!!!

79. fitness and meditation course and community garden 
look fantastic.

80. Mountain biking

81. Didn’t see in Alt #2 or Alt #3 option to support cafe in 
exiting club house.  Local business like Trailside Cafe 
in CVV would complement recreational uses. 

82. This is a horrible alternative!

83. Sculpture/interactive art installations are attractive 
also

84. I really DON’T like this alternative

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 11
WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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85. I voted for art because I live near Paola and like her 
rebar river idea, and think the tule boat will be a great 
thing to have as part of the educational display for all 
ages. 

86. Adding man-made art is not appropriate. We have 
access to a natural environment and the focus should 
be on nature.

87. NONE.  Terrible alternative!

88. This park is located in a RURAL area.  Why are you 
trying to turn it into an urban park?  Planners are 
clueless...

89. keep the experience rustic ...

90. Love the idea of sculptures using native and natural 
materials

91. Get rid of picnic tables and dog park

92. Very difficult to narrow down to 3 - all great ideas. 
Maybe some could be combined if needed, e.g., 
sensory garden, art space and/or meditation 

93. There isn’t much I like. Where is the open space. It 
looks like a city park. Get the city designers off the 
plans . Leave it native. Have dirt path ways. No 
concrete, no picnic tables no structures. Dogs don’t 
care about a dog park . They run free on the trails. 
You don’t need an excercise gym just have them 
walk here and go to a gym. Do you have a big grant 
to mess up nature? Buy more land and set it aside 
for the hikers. We don’t need more concrete and 
buildings in this native area. Leave it be....

94. Why is a dog park part of all the options? Dogs are 
unnatural to the area and threaten other animals 
that are native and could bring disease to them. 
Undomesticated animals need the respect and a 
place to live in peace and flourish. 

95. “Kids and Pets...Bikes and Play...”

96. not necessarily appealing to a broad group of the 
public.

97. The focus on community events and interaction with 
nature in open spaces seems like priority . There are 
plenty of other locations on the peninsula for dog 
walking and meditation areas

98. This is not my favorite alternative.

99. The of leash dog park needs to be big enough to 
really let the dogs run. One of your examples was 
just too small. Smaller spaces tend to crowd the dogs 
and might cause more aggression. I also think its 
great having all sizes of dogs together.

100. I would like minimum development in this park. We 
do not need most of the proposed elements of any of 
the three alternatives.

101. Hiking trails

102. Preserve safe,flat walking trails.

103. “Keep it native “

104. Please put the breaks on this out of control process 
and concentrate on what the constituents voted for: 
preserving open space.

105. not much except the dog park

106. “In addition to my 3 most-liked elements, I support 
a CalFire area that wouldn’t obstruct the wildlife 
corridor that would best follow the seasonal 
watercourse from Martin Canyon down to the river.  
Also, I believe that there could be room -- adjacent 
to other developed areas such as roads, parking 
lot, clubhouse, and a Nursery/Greenhouse -- for a 
Group Picnic/Gathering Area with a waterproof roof.  
Perhaps NATURAL meadowy areas could be used as 
Outdoor Wellness/Community Event Spaces.“

107. Alternative 3 looks most doable. 

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 11
WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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WRITE-IN RESPONSES
QUESTION 12 : ANY GENERAL COMMENTS THAT 
YOU HAVE ABOUT ALTERNATIVE # 3?

1. No renting of space

2. None - horrible!

3. None - horrible idea

4. Will attract specific interests exclude others

5. Limited use of “public” land and conservation

6. Don’t like it!

7. Concerts are people magnet like Concours - parking 
on road

8. Too much developed

9. Too much development

10. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

11. Continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings

12. I think this alternative is too intensively built.  A lot 
of the other city parks in the area offer many of 
these same sorts of amenities, and many of them 
are unused (fitness stations), or are available nearby 
(sensory garden at Earthbound Farms).  In addition, 
these features are outside the primary mission and 
expertise of the MPRPD, and they will be extremely 
costly to maintain.

13. continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings. 

14. “Why on earth would anyone want to go to Palo 
Corona which is already a masterpiece of natural 
evolution and look at man made art - Please NO !!

15. Keep nature natural !”

16. This is the most out there of the proposals.... art in 
the park is interesting the first time you visit and then 
becomes annoying and then ignored. A meditation 
area seems, frankly, silly. Do people really need a 
special, labeled area to do their meditation??

17. The “community garden” seems loosely defined in 
this alternative plan; if a garden in the park is allowed 
to introduce invasives, it could lead to spreading 
those plants throughout a space that ought to be 
protected from the influence of invasive species. The 
beauty of the opportunity that a new park offers is 
that it can model ideals that emphasize preservation 
of native plant communities.

18. It’s way beyond the mission of the Park District, and 
I’m upset that you’re even considering such a waste 
of taxpayer money and staff time.

19. No dog park

20. I would love to see this plan combined with #1 with 
more native plant and habitat restoration mixed with 
innovative, community activity

21. Like focus on arts and meditation.  Don’t like 
spending limited money on rerouting road and don’t 
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like prominent location of dog park.  Mixing some 
elements of 1 and 3 might be best but nothing from 2

22. Recommend use of Rancho Canada ballroom space 
be used for educational opportunities such as 
WACMB lectures/luncheons

23. I do not visualize this concept as being as well 
utilized by the community---children are not well 
incorporated.  it is lovely, but seems to cater to the 
older art-oriented community

24. My casual observation of fitness courses around the 
country is a low use and often lack of maintenance. 
Has that been researched?

25. Don’t put art in the park south of the river.  Keep 
native open space there.

26. The focus on health and using the space for more 
than just education is very exciting.

27. Least favorite approach 

28. Why change the entry road.  Seems an unnecessary 
expense.

29. How compare all 3 without them being side by side??

30. Fitness areas and classes, and I am a fitness 
instructor, cost money, and create liability for the 
district, ie, taxpayer.  Who pays if someone is hurt?  
Who pays instructors?  Who pays work comp?  You 
don’t have the water to build gardens.  You don’t have 
a knowledgeable volunteer coordinator to plant them.  
You do have some established RC garden plants that 
will survive if you start to water them.  And trees that 
will require periodic watering to survive drought....
concentrate on that....existing trees

31. Horrible design.  Tries to turn a rural park into 
something you would find in the middle of a big city.  
Terrible idea!  

32. Not in favor of “Outdoor wellness/community event 
space” just because of so many other facilities on the 
peninsula already available for that purpose. Seems 
more prudent to use this open space for activities 
and opportunities that aren’t easily accessible or 
available in the community right now. Also, when the 
final plan is approved, it seems a given that picnic 
space would be available. It’s for this reason I didn’t 
choose it for “elements I like the most” for all the 
alternatives.

33. I think it would be great to have fitness activities 
scheduled in this area.

34. Way too much development.

35. Why isn’t off-road parking a consideration?

36. Maintain opportunities for solitary and quiet 
opportunities while building in opportunities for larger 
group and noisier activities.  Art throughout.

37. great idea about art-installations

38. “I am unfamiliar with cal fires needs. Its hard to 
properly weigh the staging area. If they can’t keep 
the park from burning, there is no park.  Do they need 
it to keep big sur, garland etc safe?“
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WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 12
WRITE-IN RESPONSES

39. It is critical to the future of the World AffaIrs 
Council of Monterey Bay that we continue to hold 
our monthly speaker luncheons at Rancho Canada 
Clubhouse, that the public address system be 
upgraded so that it is reliable, and that the food 
service be improved. -- Ron Nelson, Board Member, 
World Affairs Council.

40. Please don’t ruin the natural landscape with giant 
sculptures 

41. Again, a lack of education and nature connection/
interaction elements in this plan. More of a balance 
can be struck. Also, there is a garden and sensory 
garden just up the street at Earthbound and they 
take a lot of time and money to maintain. I wonder if 
mprpd has the staff to maintain this. 

42. NOT RIGHT.

43. I like anything that can bring people together. This 
project has the potential to be a great gift to 
the community. I only wish Nick could see the 
transformation and I think he should be recognized. 
I know he would be pleased with the direction his 
great contribution to our community is taking

44. I’m not happy with this alternative

45. This is the worst location for the Dog Park, as it is 
smelly with poop, and we will smell it all over the 
property, and when driving in. And you are missing 
the use of the clubhouse ballrooms for current club 
and nonprofit meeting space and fundraisers. 

46. Yes, please see the most important point in #10 
Other. 

47. NO DOG PARK

48. How many parking spaces?

49. people want areas for exercising without competing 
with traffic and cars. Staging areas for healthy actives 
like running, walking. 

50. Again - wellness and meditation areas I don’t believe 
are the best use of the natural space for a general 
population.

51. What I said before applies to all alternatives. Think 
also of seniors in your planning and trail design.

52. See above.  This is alternative is a nightmare.  Please 
don’t.

53. Again, I would emphasize a design that is in integrity 
with the land, minimizes impact on native landscape 
and wildlife, but provides an opportunity for 
education, art and low-impact activities (such as the 
interpretive trails and meditation.)

54. AGAIN, WHY CROWD THIS AREA WITH PEOPLE 
ALL THE TIME?  IT SHOULD BE HABITAT 
RESTORATION AND PRESERVATION OF WILD 
SPACE THAT WE CAN RIDE OUR HORSES THRU 
ON RESTRICTED TRAILS!!!

55. The least development the better.

56. Keep the area natural. Do not develop.

57. Like the general layout of the educational and 
recreational areas.  Glad that the Cal Fire Staging area 
is removed a bit from the other uses. 

58. It is a misguided and staff intensive proposal.  The 
park is a wild place.  All these ideas will require costs 
to construct and intensive staff hours to maintain.  
Just let us enjoy the natural beauty on our own.

59. I think this vision will be most welcome. Those of us 
who are dog owners would love to see a dog park 
incorporated as our canine friends are vital to health 
and wellness.

60. combine elements of this version with Alternative 
1. Art can easily be positioned near picnic areas to 
increase visitor access and awareness.

61. Most inappropriate uses:  - dog park , community 
event space, pavilion

62. Most peaceful with less infrastructure appeals. 

63. “group activities (educational, fitness related, etc) 
should be kept out of the park - this should be a place 
of quiet and  retreat- a place to get away from activity 
and noise. Less is more!  “

64. Alternative #3 is the least appropriate use of 
this lovely piece of land.  SHOULD NOT BE 
CONSIDERED!

65. We need the Dog Park!

66. There are enough untouchable “art” places around 
Monterey that honestly do nothing for the community. 

67. What a terrible thing to do to a beautiful natural space.  
Shame on you for suggesting this alternative!

68. Less attractive overall compared to Alternative 1

69. Please keep the space as natural as possible in 
keeping with the existing Palo Corona Ranch area.  
There are enough park areas already in existence.  
Keep it natural and simple like Garland Park.

70. A stupid alternative designed like a city park instead 
of a rural park

71. Just that I think by partnering with other agencies 
(school, church, etc. in the neighborhood) or seeing 
that they already meet some of the proposed needs, 
we can focus on what is not already available nearby. 
Maybe down the road we’ll find that we need them, 
and can then reconsider. 

72. I like it the best.

73. “I am for keeping it as simple and open and native as 
we can get it. And I will say it again as I have stated 
before.I would like to see the park mostly native open 
space, you have done such a good job with Garland 
Park. 

74. I am very concerned with the attendance of the park. 
I want there to be a limit to how many people can 
attend the park per day. One that allows only parking 
in the designated parking lots and when the parking 
lot is full, the entrance is closed. How do we make 
sure the overflow will not be on Carmel Valley Rd? 
Making it very dangerous like Hwy 1 in the Point 
Lobos corridor.

75. I am concerned with our native area and the amount 
of use and trash that gets left behind. Will we have 
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enough manpower to police it and keep it clean? We 
don’t have enough manpower to keep Point Lobos 
safe. Every busy weekend there are accidents down 
Hwy 1. People are flocking to our area but they don’t 
understand why they are here. They don’t respect the 
land, they throw garbage out of the cars! They use 
the land as a latrine and there is toilet paper strewn all 
up and down our coast. They trample and leave litter 
in our parks. How do we educate all of the people 
who come to visit us? This is the part that upsets me 
the most. We respect our area, we love it, we keep 
it clean. How will we prevent this from happening? 
Its happening right now all along the coast Hwy 1 
from Carmel past Big Sur and there hasn’t been 
anything done about it yet. Bringing more people in 
won’t solve the problems we have in our community 
right now. So let’s try and prevent them from getting 
worse.”

76. This is a horrible idea for this area!  Clearly the 
planners are thinking about a big city park. 

77. Horrible alternative, destroys natural ecosystem!

78. No to encroachment of native landscapes/biomes 
by entertainment-themed alterations.  This is another 
form of paving over one of our few remaining native 
landscapes!

79. Needs better trail connectivity to surrounding areas 
so that people do not have to drive.

80. My least favorite of the three alternatives

81. Love all these ideas!

82. It doesn’t have anything to do with convening with 
nature. It just looks like a city park. I don’t care for it 
at all. I give it a zero. I don’t like it. Keep it native....

83. The less development of the area the better. The 
more emphasis on learning and connecting to natural 
elements, feeling the breeze, watching leaves fall, 
seeing mushrooms spring up after the rain - these 
are the valuable and irreplaceable gifts of the natural 
world that we are loosing touch with. This is where 
we can find “wellness”. As we work the heal the rest 
of nature, we heal ourselves as part of nature. 

84. Meditation and oneness can happen in unadulterated 
nature as easily,  if not better, than in a sculpted and 
manicured setting.

85. “This alternative should explicitly include trail and bike 
path connectivity.“

86. Thanks for all the planning and work going into this 
project.

87. It doesn’t feel like the best use of the space. 

88. Keep it as natural as possible

89. If dogs are on the walking trails, please require 
leashes.

90. Is there any alternative without a dog park

91. exercise use should include a bike path or trail

92. Keep it native and open. To enjoy nature you do 
not need all this manmade construction that needs 

constant update and only encourages too many cars 
and too much activity.

93. Most of these ideas are totally inappropriate for an 
open space park.

94. I do not see any choices in the plan for a liking a 
multiuser trail to lead to the main area of the park

95. Like alternative 2, too urban.

96. horrible alternative!  turns beautiful open space into 
manicured art gallery of questionable value

97. In this Park, I wouldn’t want there to be a mowed 
area of any sort for Outdoor Wellness/Community 
Event Space or any other use other than such uses 
as an Outdoor Amphitheater, a Group Picnic Area, 
or Dog Park(s) -- There will probably be Indoor 
Community Event/Gathering Space(s) that could 
possibly be rented for a Wellness/Community Event.  
Also, I wouldn’t want there to be a Community 
Garden, Sensory Garden, Fitness and/or Meditation 
Course, or Sculpture/Interactive Art Installation 
because I believe that such installations are 
inappropriate for Palo Corona Park, and would be 
better suited to a more developed setting, such as a 
city park.

98. Alt 3 - 4+ acre dog park

99. Alt 3 dog park is the best design

100. In option 3, there is very little restoration.

101. Entry road on Alt 3 is great idea - easier for buses.  
Old road coul dbe parking for dog park users

102. Art in park: perm/temp? 

103. Art in park = natural area/except at front of park 
which is maintained

104. No “art in the park” - nature is the best art!

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 12
WRITE-IN RESPONSES



46  |  PALO CORONA REGIONAL PARK  
       PUBLIC WORKSHOP #2 SUMMARY

    

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 13
QUESTION 13 : DO YOU FEEL THIS PROCESS FOR THE PALO CORONA REGIONAL PARK GENERAL 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN IS HEADING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION?

Public Workshop Online Survey
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WRITE-IN RESPONSES
QUESTION 13 : DO YOU FEEL THIS PROCESS FOR 
THE PALO CORONA REGIONAL PARK GENERAL 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN IS HEADING IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION?

1. There are three different directions.

2. Keep mountain bikes out. dogs leashed at all times 
outside of dog park. 

3. continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings. 

4. I highly recommend a disc golf course be 
incorporated into each of the three alternate plans. 
Fitness course are rarely used and disc golf is the 
fastest growing outdoor sport in the world with a 
very large community/player base in the county and 
the surrounding areas. I am from San Luis Obispo 
County and travel to Monterey at least 4 times per 
year just to play the courses up there... another one 
would make this area a mecha for disc golfers around 
the globe. 

5. I think it might be clearer if you explained the plan 
as “the front door to Palo Corona”, with parking and 
entrance to the trails to the larger area.  

6. It seems as though the people who have made all 
these suggestions, though well intended have not 
actually been there and had the experience already 
- there’s very little to improve upon and while some 
things may be good like the Firefighting staging area 
less is certainly more in the case of Palo Corona - 
most of the things suggested here would perhaps be 
better suited to the wild areas of Ford Ord. 

7. The balance between preserving/restoring natural 
spaces, community gathering, and active areas 
seems key. Because I am a disc golfer, I highly 
recommend that sport as an effective way to 
promote exercise and community activity without 
radically reshaping natural areas.

8. Again, I want to be sure that there will be continued 
use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current club 
banquet fundraisers.  And, again, we cannot 
discriminate against “family members.”  If someone 
considers their dog to be family, their dog should 
have all the rights of someone else’s family.

9. Please consider incorporating Disc Golf in all of the 
planning options. Disc golf is a low-cost non invasive 
activity that can be thoughtfully included in any park 
design.

10.  It’s clear that a lot of excellent work has gone 
into this.  I think it is the land that is beautiful; that 
restoration is what’s necessary.  I would like to see 
less done to fuss up any part of open space. Less is 
better. 

11. Disc Golf Course

12. I think if inclusive housing is part of this project it 
should not allow new kids into the carmel school 
district because we can’t serve the ones we have.  
The kids who are living in substandard housing 

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 13
within the district should be given priority to inclusive 
housing in this project 

13. This process seems completely out of control. Why 
would you even consider elements that are so 
outside of the Park Districts scope. Garland park 
is a perfect example of what is right with the Park 
District: a park that is 99% hiking trails with a few 
interprative signs and benches. The new visitor 
center and arboretum look like failures that are barely 
maintained, please keep this in mind when planning a 
new park!

14. This survey seems awkward to fill out.  

15. It’s still a bit of a design grab-bag but I appreciate the 
emphasis on habitat restoration and protection and 
allowing for people to improvise their activities (for 
instance the way the community uses the beach: 
fitness, meditation, dogs, communion with nature, 
picnics, surfing, without delineating: here’s where 
you commune and meditate, here’s where you play). 
Don’t fill in this beautiful space with too many pre-
set activities but allow the community to create their 
own experiences while protecting the natural habitat 
that is hosting us.

16. Don’t like limited nature of survey process and out of 
state design teams lack of knowledge and sensitivity 
to local environment and culture but alternative 1 and 
alternative 3 are better than I expected from this 
team.  Will wait and see what the next step brings. 

17. I think the Rancho Canada ballroom space be used for 
WACMB luncheons/lectures because they are of high 
educational value to our community.

18. When is palo corona going to be open to more than 
just a handful of permitted visitors per day. Although 
it is awesome that these open spaces are preserved 
into perpetuity, when will the public be able to enjoy 
them. These were purchased with piblic funding. The 
time, energy, and money that has gone into these 
nice park upgrades are trivial compared to basic 
elements like getting parking and enhanced access 
for Palo corona park. 

19. in general I would say “yes”, but some of the 
traditional local heritage is lacking---ie. no ranch or 
native heritage has been addressed nor incorporated.   
I think educating the youth in outdoor activities 
including camping, horticulture and ranch activities is 
very important.   

20. looking for long trails for running/hiking

21. Maintain sustainable targeted livestock grazing. 
Grazing animals are an excellent asset to include in 
management of these native uplands and riparian 
areas.

22. disc golf 

23. “I only heard about this process ‘word-of-mouth’ 
when my dog-friends were lobbying to fill out a 
survey to get ‘another dog park near the South Bank 
trail’ . Although I am a dog owner, I think we have 
plenty of dog opportunities (Carmel Beach, Garland 
etc) and realize we always want more, but generally 
do not consider the opportunity cost. I therefore 
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ignored the plea, not realizing that I actually forewent 
providing input for the Palo Corona Regional Park 
Development . 

24. Community input is one of the hardest inputs to 
obtain, so this Survey Monkey tool may be useful. I 
am not sure about representation, however, knowing 
how I was lobbied before your first survey and how I 
heard about it...”

25. “Not sure - there is perhaps a tiny bit of overlap such 
as gardens, dog park, picnic areas and

26. trails of some kind, but 3 quite different focuses 
alternatives.  Is the goal here to just find

27. what is most desired from each and then blend 
together?  “

28. Input from the public is important, but the impact of 
these various wish lists is not evaluated in this survey, 
nor is the issue of how the Palo Corona Ranch will 
be able to maintain its uniqueness and natural scenic 
and historic values. 

29. You need a listening tour.  You yak, and then listen 
to 10 minutes of public comment.  How about next 
time you just show up, listen, and answer a few 
questions from the people you work for?  Your ideas 
are not popular with the taxpayers who live in your 
district.  We don’t believe that the opinions of those 
who live outside the district are relevant.  We are 
not interested in attracting tourists or neighboring 
counties and increasing crowding and traffic.  We 
don’t need another Pt. Lobos traffic nightmare, or to 
be crowded out of our parks by events and a deluge 
of non locals.  If that happens, you will lose taxpayer 
support and with it, your funding!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

30. The development of this park will enrich the lives 
of many more people than had been using the golf 
course. It’s great for the area.

31. Leaving the park in as natural state as possible, with 
well maintained trails  for verying abilities, will provide 
plenty of sensory stimulus. Restoration of rapirian 
areas vital for habitat corridors and flood control. Also 
would be less costly to district for maintenance.

32. Looks like a lot of nice things planned for this space, 
keep up the good work

33. I think for the survey system to work it has to 
be random with an adequate number of surveys 
completed for any conclusions to be drawn. This 
is not the case here. Lobbying and word of mouth 
within interest groups is high and too many residents 
are not even aware that this process is happening. 

34. I wish there was more opportunity to express what 
one likes about a particular plan as well as indicating 
the three things people like least

35. I am not necessarily against any plans I just don’t see 
the real value of any of this.  Let’s just leave nature as 
it is and meant to be.  Thank you.

36. This has not been a transparent enough process -- 
the permitting system for accessing the property is 

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 13
currently an outrageous system limiting public access 
to public lands 

37. We should not develop this area. It is needed for 
habitat for many species. We have plenty of other 
developed land for these proposed activities. 

38. parking?? we already have a huge problem w parking 
on HWY1 around Point Lobos

39. Too much emphasis on use by big groups and visitors.  
No respect for the existing natural, serene beauty.

40. Concerned about special interest group impact on 
planning process and alternatives.

41. Don’t know but would like to retain the Clubhouse 
ballrooms for meetings such as Rotary and World 
Affairs Council Monterey Bay. Is a great venue and 
the only remaining one of its kind in Carmel.

42. Too many deviations from natural habitat and added 
people and car exhaust pollution.

43. 3 distinct proposals with some overlapping elements.  
I worry a little about maintenance with some of the 
suggestions and hope there’s a good maintenance 
budget.  Making this property a draw for all ages and 
a unique community asset is a huge opportunity

44. I think retaining of 18 hole golf would pay/return 
enough funds to maintain the remaining land. PARK 
SYSTEM DOES NOT HAVE/GENERATE ENOUGH  
FUNDS TO maintain EXITING PROPERTIES/STAFF! 
NO MORE  TAX $$$   

45. I do hope you will lave the clubhouse event rooms 
open for community and social lunches such as the 
World Affairs Council, rotary clubs and the like.

46. I think it is taking too long.  I want to have access 
to Palo Corona park from the old east course with 
parking at the clubhouse.

47. I feel that there is pressure to reduce the 
organizational meeting space and that for community 
indoor events, which we presently have. There aren’t 
any other reasonably priced or sized options for 
groups like the World Affairs Council meetings, which 
are monthly.  WAC has over 400 members.  If this 
space is taken away, we have no where to go within 
our parameters.

48. There should be a clubhouse or other facility for 
World Affairs Council luncheons/lectures.

49. It is critical to the future of the World Affairs 
Council of Monterey Bay that our monthly speaker 
luncheons continue to be held at the Rancho Canada 
clubhouse, that the public address system be made 
reliable (which it is not), and that the food service 
be improved.   -- Ron Nelson, Board Member, World 
Affairs Council.

50. Seems the final plan is a forgone conclusion and that 
you are presenting versions of the same ordained 
plan. 

51. Keep an indoor space for monthly community 
luncheon and lecture programs.

52. There is no mention of how the Rancho Canada club 
house will fit in the development plan.

WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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53. I like the ability for the public to comment, but the 3 
plans are so different and it seems more of a menu 
rather than set plans to work from would make more 
sense.

54. The continuation of a community event center for 
local nonprofits to meet is important to me, as well 
as maintain open space

55. I was sad to lose the Golf Course.  I am HORRIFIED 
to lose the Rancho Canada Clubhouse.

56. I am very impressed with the creativity exemplified 
by the many options...all good

57. The three alternatives are too much alike.  Native 
Open Space although overall the most wanted/
expressed need is not well addressed.  Too much 
effort into creating “amusements” and I do not 
think Carmel Valley wants an amusement park.  
Consideration of Neighborhood/Regional Trail 
Connectivity is supposed to be a priority and the 
so-called access trails on the slide is not access at 
all.  The 100+ dogs at Hacienda Carmel will have to 
be driven and owner parking provided even tho the 
Hacienda is right next door.  The over two mile hike 
over the South Bank Trail and then all the way up to 
the Canada dog park areas is absurd and without any 
foresight.

58. Cutting off the promised meeting and meal space for 
current clubs and nonprofits who use the ballrooms 
is a huge problem. Despite the $10 million dollars 
that the taxpayers voted on for the Parks Department, 
your plan to build a tunnel under Carmel Valley Road 
to connect Rancho Canada with Jacks Peak will cost 
millions. You can provide a community service by 
allowing our local clubs to continue to meet there....
and it provides a revenue stream for you. 

59. Use of the present building (the old tennis shop/
restaurant) for continued rental to local service 
organizations, and for weddings....  Could be a good 
fundraiser for the parks department and a great 
resource for the community as well.

60. very passive park developments, add additional 
sports 

61. Because you have completely eliminated the choice 
of the main building staying in use for nonprofit and 
club meetings with meals and fundraisers, you have 
done our local clubs a huge disservice.  Very sneaky. 

62. I visit this area several days a week.  It is already 
being used by people trying to get some exercise and 
meditate.  Leave it native and open

63. Develop park with the greatest good for the greatest 
number of people, like running and walking trails that 
will bring people to the park. They would also be 
low cost to build and maintain. Special interest ideas 
can be developed as popularity increases and funds 
are available.  Keep Rancho building open for the 
community. 

64. Rancho is the only affordable community facility 
in Carmel Valley and Carmel that can handle large 

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 13
banquet groups/events/weddings, has amply parking, 
and easy access. We also don’t need  Rancho 
becoming an “over loved” Point Lobos or an over 
populated and unsupervised Toro Park.  We do need 
a community center and open space to enjoy the 
flora and fauna of our beautiful Carmel Valley.

65. “The loudest (special interest groups or those that 
want to destroy any concept of community park) 
or have the most money to influence decisions, 
shouldn’t be the deciding factors for the use of the 
park.  Accepted park management skills, majority 
community consensus, and what is right for the land, 
its use, and preservation should be paramount.  We 
need open space that isn’t over developed by fringe 
groups.  Point Lobos is over loved while Toro Park is 
over populated with little supervision.  I said earlier 
we don’t want this community (peninsula) area to 
become a designation spot for tourists!  Keep the 
community facilities for meeting groups, wedding, 
and special events, etc.

66. Having supervision on site is important to prevent 
abuse of the land, flora and fauna, and wildlife 
observation. 

67. Point Lobos has a serious parking problem on HWY 1, 
we don’t need Carmel Valley Road becoming a similar 
traffic problem.

68. Will there be a curfew?  How will it be enforced? “

69. It is good that you accept our input.

70. Too many propositions for mass gatherings of 
people and too little emphasis on maintaining a 
natural environment.  Please, keep in mind the harm 
that people do, particularly in quantities.  Don’t 
overdevelop!

71. It seems to be too focused on structures and 
suburban uses like fitness trials, community gardens, 
event space, native plant nursery [a totally useless 
concept that duplicates efforts of commercial 
nurseries and Carmel Middle School/Rana Ck, etc.] 
natures playground etc.  Only the dog park will ahcve 
broad community support and extensive use, and it 
is near the road where it should be. Emphasize native 
restoration, Garland Park style nature access and low 
footprint environmental education, plus ensure fishing 
and water play access.

72. I like the initial concepts and will reach out to the 
team to offer more suggestions. 

73. “I’M A BROKEN RECORD.  STOP WITH ALL THE 
PEOPLE ALREADY!!!!

74. LET IT BE A WILD RESTORED HABITAT WITH VERY 
CONTROLLED AND CIRCUMSCRIBED ACCESS BY 
PEOPLE!!!”

75. It would be beneficial for all Carmel area parks if 
consideration could be given for use of the Rancho 
Canada facility as a general area parks welcome, 
orientation, education and transportation hub.  This 
was one of the potential objectives of the Lobos-
Corona Parklands Project, which MPRPD, along with 
California State Parks, Big Sur Land Trust and the 
Point Lobos Foundation is a founding member of.  

WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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76. Keep it simple and natural. Our greatest need is for 
direct contact with nature; so much of our peninsula 
area is modified already.

77. Keep the area natural. Do not develop.

78. I’m mostly concerned about adding “man made” 
stuff to “nature”.  The dog park along a busy road 
way is a good use since trying to get people there to 

“convene” with nature won’t work because it’s not a 
“peaceful” piece of the land proposed with “reflected 
off the hillside on the south side of Carmel Valley 
Road constantly buzzing.   Unlike Carmel’s Dunes 
which has been infested with non native plants and 
trees which they’re working hard to mitigate, this land 
is rapidly reverting to nature from being a golf course.  
I personally had no issue with it being a golf course, 
but since it’s not going to be anymore, just let “nature 
take it’s course”!  

79. There seems to be a pre-conceived idea of Park 
development that does not reflect what the majority 
of the public desires for Palo Corona.  Therefore 
you are suggesting uses that  encourage over 
development and will destroy the natural beauty 
of the land.  Palo Corona is not an event center nor 
a outdoor gym for fitness.  It is a fragile place that 
offers a vanishing glimpse of wildness and a chance 
to educate children about nature.

80. Dog park a must but I liked the Alternative #1 the 
best

81. I don’t see anything in the plans that includes 
mountain bike trails. Although I think there are 
some good ideas and some good plans, dedicated 
mountain bike and/or multi-use trails would be a great 
addition. There are limited opportunities for mountain 
biking in that area, and it would be great to add that 
as an option. Thank you for your consideration.

82.  It depends on the timing and results.  MPRPD has 
taken far too long to provide good public access to 
the Palo Corona areas: even building an expensive, 

“cattle chute” like trail to a dead end.  Provide 
immediate public benefit (access) and work on the 
amenities (bells and whistles) as time and resources 
permit.  

83. I really can’t tell.  I do think it is nice to see an actual 
process as opposed to fait accompli.  What I’m a little 
concerned is 70% of the responses are from 60+ 
ages and young families are not choosing what they 
would be using.  

84. Traffic considerations and  impacts are not front and 
center in design makeup. Creating a recreational 
‘activities” area and offering  new reasons and 
attractions for people and tourists to come will 
adversely impact the lives of residents living along 
the valley road . 

85. The simplest solution is often the best solution.  Don’t 
spend time and money developing outdoor structures.  
Just open up the existing trails in the backcountry.  
We need more unfettered open space available to us 
all.

86. too slow--finally making some progress tho after 
decade plus of nothing getting done--well--meetings 
and surveys then too--I had thought we’d all be 
enjoying these areas six to eight years ago!

87. “I don’t think so. You’re creating activities and 
destinations (dog park, camping , group and 
educational activities, biking , horses) that will 
attract many visitors and cars and school buses 
that will transform what is beautiful and simple and 
SPECIAL into busyness, distraction and noise. All 
these activities you wish to insert into these empty 
lands are available in multiple locations nearby. Why 
not create something that is truly unique in a world 
that moves too fast - what about giving ourselves 
and our children the space to DISCOVER nature and 
awe. State parks services are  so intent on TELLING 
people what “”nature is””, and what’s ‘important””, 
like nature and awe can be downloaded into a human 
being. Nature and the sense of awe can only be 
discovered! Create something more with these lands 
, like “”nothing”” so people can wander and discover 
something inside themselves- they don’t need more 
signs TELLING  them stuff and more programed 
activities. What people need more than anything is a 
place to just wander and BE - That is rare and unique 
and worth preserving ! Obviously you’re going to do 
stuff - but let’s exercise some restraint! ! 

88. I don’t see how attracting a barking dog park (sound 
does carry! )  possibly fits in with those wanting 
to listen to the sounds nature and quiet.  Hopefully 
drones will be prohibited. Thanks      “

89. Get the Dog Park!

90. Thanks for listening.  What an exciting opportunity to 
enrich our community.  

91. Please include a large fenced off dog park

92. None of the alternatives focuses on natural habitat.  
Each one has some additional structures for human 
activity that requires lots of money and maintenance.

93. Traffic concerns need to be in the forefront.  Highway 
One and Carmel Valley Road are at a service level of 
F.  We don’t need more development.  We need to 
stop and let the natural environment heal.

94. Much more communication regarding the planning 
process required. Very few members of community 
aware planning phase is underway.

95. Your work on this is to be commended. Very well 
done. Please do not over-design and endeavor to 
attract a large number of people. MEarth, Point 
Lobos, Garland Park, Jack’s Peak etc. - there are 
many private, public and community venues in the 
Monterey area. Use what we have very efficiently. 
Consider the already over-traveled CV Road, 
Highway 1, Highway 68, its neighborhood. More 
is not necessarily better. Put the egos of the park 
district officials aside and do what is best for your 
neighborhood and for ours. Thank You.

96. No alternative was presented that only focused on 
passive enjoyment of natural beauty.  Even the first 
alternative dedicates way too much space and money 
on special interest areas.

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 13
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97. I feel that there’s lots of possibilities and it’s good to 
consider them all. I think that with the hundreds of 
acres, no real need will be left out.

98. Really appreciate all the information being provided 
with maps and photos and detailed survey questions.   
Thank you for your work 

99. At minimum, I think it is important to provide access 
to the entire trail network of the front and back 
property.  Other uses should be carefully vetted in 
light of their potential impact on traffic and noise.  

100. The survey should intentionally seek answers from a 
younger demographic.

101. The survey seems to confirm that the Park District 
already has an excellent model for uses of Palo 
Corona in its operation of popular Garland Park. 

102. I don’t believe any of the plans adequately restore the 
natural open space.

103. If this is to serve as a trailhead for equestrians there 
is not enough parking. If another location has been 
identified please so state.

104. For the most part I agree.  I would like to see 
structures kept to a minimum!

105. Some kind of walking and bicycling path connecting 
the east (Carmel Valley Road area) and west 
(Highway 1) ends of the park is important for 
transportation and recreational purposes.  

106. I don’t know why you brought this design company 
into help us design our park. They don’t seem like a 
good fit for us. Why didn’t you pick someone local 
who lives here and knows our area? We are the 
people who use these parks and we are the people 
who pay for these parks.

107. Planners are clueless, trying to build an urban park in 
a rural community.

108. Planners seem to be stuck on the idea of an urban 
park, have no respect for rural nature of community.  

109. It seems inevitable.  Folks start thinking of 
improvements:  picnic areas, group gatherings, 
structures, and so on.  Keep lower PC accessible to 
bikes, joggers, dogs, picnickers, etc., but keep upper 
PC rustic and quiet.  Sometimes the best way to 

“improve on nature” is to leave nature alone.

110. The default of all three plans involves intrusive 
alteration of native landscapes and ecosystems, 
effectively implementing the program of urban 
parks (as depicted in several mock-up images of 
proposed improvements).  The Monterey region is 
overbuilt.  It is ecologically threatened, by wildfires, 
searise, climate change.  We must preserve 
what natural open space remains in the region.  
NO to all proposals for intrusive and denaturing 

“improvements” in our open spaces!

111. Glad you included this survey. Hope it’s taken into 
consideration.

112. Better paved trail connectivity to surrounding land/
community so that people have the option to walk or 
bike to the park instead of being forced to drive.

113. Hopefully.  If it includes equestrian staging area for 
trail access.

114. Has anyone thought about a place for children to 
safely ride bikes?

115. I think All of Monterey County should ballot vote on 
the three different ideas.

116. Community input is always important to me.

117. I don’t know how many of the elements mentioned in 
the survey will be included in the final plans, but there 
are many good ideas and I hope many will of these 
ideas will be used.  It can be done in stages over the 
next 15 years. A dog park and emergency area seem 
to be priorities to me.

118. I don’t know enough about the community nearest 
the area to feel I can choose the best alternative. I 
would think that community should have the major 
voice.

119. Keep it as natural as it can be. You will scare all the 
animals away and people will not observe real nature. 
It looks like dismalland or Disneyland.

120. Great job on organizing and thoughtful and skillful 
presentation of the alternatives. The fact that you ask 
this question is an indication of this thoughtfulness 
and skill!

121. We really need to take advantage of the new well 
accessed areas for mountain biking and family biking 
as well as walking. Garland Ranch and Garza have 
plenty of horse space, so we need more for non-
horse people, especially Kid-Friendly and bike-friendly 
space.

122. The former Rancho Canada Golf Course is a lovely, 
flat piece of land & is a nice spot where older, less 
physically fit people can enjoy an outing, and maybe 
even walk their dogs in a safe area.

123. I agree with the general process but just want to 
caution that certain land/riparian areas needs to be 
restored and left without development

124. I’m concerned that, other than Alternative 1, the uses 
being imagined don’t reflect the highest and best use 
of the property for the entire MPRPD constituency. 

125. Keep the area as natural as possible

126. Proposing way too much development in all three 
alternatives.

127. Open space and parks should be just that - not a way 
to drum up business.  The idea of weddings, etc. is 
off-putting.

128. Depends on what alternative you pick. #1 is right 
direction but #2 is not. #3 is in the middle.

129. Each elements of the alternatives has merit.  It 
seems there there is general consensus around 
several element, e.g., dog park

130. Kudos for the emphasis on getting community 
involvement and buy-in through each step of 
the process.  MPRPD has the opportunity to do 

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 13
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something unique with the Rancho Canada property 
and provide a community developed and community 
focused resource.  Let’s hope that actual use of the 
property doesn’t devolve to biking and hiking and dog 
walking — all uses that people want when they get 
outdoors — but there are other parks in Monterey 
County that provide those uses.

131. I truly appreciate the sensitivity and collaboration 
involved in this development plan.  It is truly excellent 
work in utilizing the public process

132. Please consider a bike trail/path through Palo Corona 
that would connect with the river trail toward Quail 
Lodge. It is a safety issue for cyclists who should be 
able to enter from Hiway 1 and continue to Carmel 
Valley without interacting with busy Rio rd.,Carmel 
rancho blvd and Carmel Valley rd. traffic. Please help 
bike riders by allowing them to pass though Palo 
Corona to the existing bike trail to the East. The park 
should be a shared use area.

133. At this time it’s hard to say. I haven’t seen or heard 
anything about allowing off road cyclist access or 
plans for multi use trails. Why would I, as a cyclist, 
allow any further tax increases for the parks district, 
if I am not allowed to ride the trails on my bike in a 
responsible manner.

134. I don’t think the community is very informed 
about the process.  I mentioned the study to other 
community members and they didn’t know anything 
about it.  My concern is that there is a limited 
demographic being involved that does not reach 
the whole community.  Maybe advertise meetings 
and survey at the local Safeway (as Cal Fire did with 
community outreach) on a “sandwich board” or 
easel?  

135. At least you are asking the public this time.

136. I think it’s spiraling out of control with completely 
inappropriate ideas- you should keep it simple with 
preservation of habitat & open space.

137. The Carmel River Steelhead fish population fifty 
years ago numbered in the thousands. That’s not the 
case anymore. We need to include their plight in the 
restroration process and include educational kiosk’s 
to inform and educate the general public, especially 
the kids. 

138. have larger off leash dog parks 

139. Would it be helpful for the plan if survey was created 
to note the reasons why some choices in each 
category weren’t checked?  Those answers have 
the potential to be be very clear about why the ‘not 
favorites’ were decided upon 

140. “I was at the last meeting and really disappointed how 
selfish and negative some of the comments were 
from those in attendance who seem to not want 
many people to come and enjoy the outdoor benefits 
of the proposed park. Shouldn’t we be encouraging 
more people to get outdoors and enjoy the park both 
at this location and further into the park?

141. I thought the presenters did a good job of managing 
some of the comments”

142. Too many alternatives are suitable for an urban 
environment, not Carmel/Carmel Valley.

143. I want to access Palo Corona properties to hike 
without a permit. Where were hiking trail access 
points in these alternatives?

144. Alternatives developed to satisfy special interest 
groups.  No alternative developed that incorporates 
the preferences of the first survey.  System seems 
rigged.

145. I think the team is doing a great job listening to the 
public.

146. I believe that this process is generally headed in 
the right direction because of its overall goals (as 
expressed by the District’s General Manager at 
Meeting #2), and because of the district’s serious 
consideration of public input.
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WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 14
QUESTION 14 : DO YOU FEEL THAT MPRPD IS DOING A GOOD JOB MANAGING THE PLANNING PROCESS 
FOR PALO CORONA REGIONAL PARK?

Public Workshop Online Survey
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WRITE-IN RESPONSES
QUESTION 14 : DO YOU FEEL THAT MPRPD IS DOING 
A GOOD JOB MANAGING THE PLANNING PROCESS 
FOR PALO CORONA REGIONAL PARK?

1. It seems MPRPD is getting away from its mission of 
simply preserving and protecting open space.  Keep 
it simple!

2. I don’t really know much about the process or 
MPRPD’s management.  I’d like to see more hiking 
trails in the back area opened up.

3. continue use of the Clubhouse ballrooms for current 
WACMB luncheon meetings. 

4. It has taken much too long.  We should have had 
access to Palo Corona, including the back country, 
sooner.  

5. “It seems that MPRPD has all the right intentions - the 
democratic process of inviting suggestions from the 
public is also a noble one but in this case it really 
does seem as though the “”public”” have over 
thought it 

6. and most of the suggestions would degrade rather 
than improve the environment which is what Palo 
Corona’s greatest asset is.  This is all expressed with 
the greatest respect and appreciation for what our 
area has and what and what MPRPD has done all 
over the county in tasteful and insightful ways.

7. It’s interesting and revealing to see that at the end 
of the survey we are left with a beautiful photo of an 
undisturbed meadow with pristine mountains in the 
background with their magical allure - I rest my case “

8. Prejudice of any sort should never be allowed for 
lands funded by public tax money - discriminating 
against one person’s “family member or beloved 
dog” should not be allowed, even if some people are 
prejudiced towards only human family members.

9. You are not being faithful to your mission of keeping 
open space parks (that do not have playgrounds, 
playing fields and excess facilities that cost too much 
money and overtax a very thin workforce.

10. We trust MPRPD but not the non-local, generic 
design team and hope the MPRPD will guide the 
process toward responsible stewardship.

11. MPRPD board is great and other regional parks are 
great so am hoping the board will direct the design 
team in the right direction for our community.

12. As stated, the WACMB should be allowed to 
continue holding luncheon lecutures in the ballroom 
space of Rancho Canada.

13. Please refer to previous comment. Open it up. Is a 
lack of access really better than several large privately 
held parcels?

14. as a general suggestion I think that placing some 
picnic areas near the dog parks would enhance the 
experience for families with dogs who would like to 
let their canines “unwind” while the family picnics.    
As I have expressed in the past I am somewhat 

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 14
dismayed as are many of my neighbors that our 
notification of public meetings or questionaire 
requests have come from sources outside of MPRPD 
at the 9th hour.  I am not sure why this occurs as 
many of us have attended meetings and have given 
contact information.

15. disc

16. “Not sure I noticed any notice for meetings etc.  
I’ve been aware because of other organizations 
involvement (BSLT, CNPS) 

17. Sure have come up with alot of alternative uses - that 
is positive”

18. They are asking for input, which is good. The resulting 
plans are a big question mark.

19. “Again, you need a listening tour.

20. Your tax paying residents are not being listened to.

21. Scale back your grandiose plans, fire the expensive 
consultants, mow and repair trails, ticket folks who 
litter and have their dogs off leash.  Collect trash, 
repair fences, clean restrooms, buy toilet paper.  
Don’t expand.  You haven’t got money.  You should 
probably lease the commercial kitchen to a caterer.  It 
is set up for indoor receptions in the ballrooms.  Care 
should be taken to host the receptions at night, when 
the park is closed, to facilitate parking for weddings.  
If the caterer wanted to serve sit down lunches in the 
dining room, it would depend on parking.   Otherwise, 
the caterer might be able to deliver meals to stores 
for resale, cater parties in homes, or sell there 
products elsewhere.  To go meals would create too 
much trash.  When people pack a picnic from home, 
they use their containers and take them home.  “

22. I really like how much community input is been used 
to assess the best course of action for the park.

23. The alternatives 1,2 & 3, don’t seem all that different.  
Often the same photos were used to depict a 
particular idea for different alternatives, so one has to 
rely more on the written description to get a sense 
of what the alternative would include and often the 
wording is much the same.  I think the whole use of 
the clubhouse should be broken out into a separate 
questionnaire.   There is also little connectivity to the 
back range of the park and this is important.  And 
what happened to the idea of opening this park up 
to challenged people with hearing, eyesight, mobiity 
and other constraints.  That theme seems to be lost 
and that is unfortunate.  Would make the park truly 
unique.  

24. The process to date has been disjointed, too much 
time between public meetings and subsequent 
followup, plus the addition of Rancho Canada seems 
to now dominate the planning elements. Should have 
had other public meetings to reflect how Rancho 
Canada changes the planning process. 

25. Designers seemed focused on urban development, 
have no clue what a rural park should be.  We should 
not try to attract more traffic to this area! 

26. Reaching out to the public for comment is a good 
example of this.



55  |  PALO CORONA REGIONAL PARK  
       PUBLIC WORKSHOP #2 SUMMARY

    

27. I didn’t hear about the progress from the park district 
even though I’m on their mailing list for board 
meetings. Seems like they would have sent that list 
notices about the planning meetings. I did attend 
early planning meetings, so I would have assumed I 
was on a mailing list from those. Sorry that I missed 
out in contributing to the designs.

28. Difficult task; theme and general look might indicate 
more potential development than I support.

29. Same as above #13.

30. Too much.

31. where is the money coming from?

32. YOU HAVE TOO MUCH PROPERTY NOW TO 
MAINTAIN, OVERSEE, PROTECT ETC ETC!

33. Taking too long

34. MPRPD should maintain a facility or clubhouse 
for the non-profit World Affairs Council to have its 
monthly luncheons/lectures.

35. Clearly they don’t do a close review of the 
consultants work before the public meetings. 

36. This obviously serves a handful of do-gooders who 
are overly optimistic about its need/use.  We have 
Garland Park and Point Lobos.  WE DO NOT NEED 
THIS!!!

37. No, because you have hidden a choice in both 
Surveys and Workshops...the use of the clubhouse 
for current local clubs to use the ballrooms for meals, 
events and meetings. 

38. Continue using the old tennis shop and restaurant for 
special events like weddings, rental to local service 
clubs (Rotary, Kiwanis...) to raise funds for the parks 
dept and support local organizations.

39. Because you are so sneaky. When you announced 
plans for the building, you never mentioned 
eliminating our meeting and fundraising location. 

40. I read about the survey in the weekly and I am glad I 
did.  This park is a jewel and it deserves to stay that 
way

41. You still need to more adequately advertise the 
meetings and survey opportunities.

42. Develop park with the greatest good for the greatest 
number of people. Special interest ideas can be 
developed as popularity increases and funds are 
available.  Keep Rancho building open for the 
community. 

43. MPRPD does a great job in general.

44. See above.  Too much emphasis on development 
and not enough on nature.  You need to focus on 
protecting the beauty and the wildlife from the 
hordes.

45. It seems that MPRPD is superimposing some of 
its desires on the project that, may not be shared 
by the majority of the community that pays the bills 
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and funds the district.  Be client focused unless it is 
clealry inappropriate/illegal/infeasible to do so.

46. You are my friends!  Of course.  

47. I LIKE THAT YOU’RE BOTHERING TO ASK US, 
BUT I FEEL THE ORIGINAL INTENT OF WILD 
SPACE IS BEING POLLUTED BY ATTEMPTS TO 
OVERDEVELOP AND MULTIUSE FOR EVERYBODY 
AND THEIR BROTHER.  I WANT A SAFE AND 
PROTECTED SPACE TO RIDE MY HORSE, IN A 
RESTORED WILDLIFE AREA.

48. Very good job with community outreach and soliciting 
comments - 

49. If you’re taking away the 57-parking spaces at Palo 
Corona and only going to use them for “special 
events.” MPRPD should think about putting in bicycle 
racks along the entrance of Hwy 1. Also, bicycle 
racks should be put in along Carmel Valley Rd. at the 
Rancho Canada facility. 

50. Please speed up the process - I acknowledge 
government needs to be “methodical” and allow 
everyone to input, but sometimes, it’s just slow 
unnecessarily.

51. The surveys and public meetings are welcome.  If, 
however, MPRPD has already decided what should 
be done and is going to ignore public input, the 
process is not an honest one.  There are special 
interests lobbying for various uses, and that taints the 
planning process.  Please listen to what the majority 
of the taxpayers and public have to say in devising 
these plans.

52. widen the parameters to include current use by local 
organizations

53. MPRPD was not practiced/prepared at the 
presentation I saw.  Survey results were not well 
understood by presenters.

54. see above

55. slow

56. Dog Park!

57. Shame on you for trying to force special interest 
group agendas onto the park!

58. Your doing a good job, but limit the use and the 
number of people it will attract. “If you build it, they 
will come”. Let the proposed park area be not a 
magnet like the Monterey Aquarium, the Wharf, the 
new convention center, the resorts, event centers, 
wine tasting rooms etc. Be wise and downsize the 
Alternatives. Please!

59. Seems like designers can only imagine big city parks.  
Every alternative involves way too much building and 
habitat destruction.

60. YES!

61. Adding the Disc Golf option is a step in the right 
direction!

62. Much of the survey results could be anticipated by 
the Park District’s experienced staff.  Let’s get on 
with opening Palo Corona.

WRITE-IN RESPONSES
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63. There should be more than 3 alternatives.

64. I don’t believe the answers to our questions at 
the meetings have been answered properly. The 
presenter’s know how to talk and always goes off 
topic and never addresses our concerns or gives a 
solid answer. We feel like we don’t really matter. We 
have been made to feel that we are biased because 
we live in the area or that we are too old to make 
any real decisions. Why shouldn’t we who show 
up to these meetings be respected the most? We 
actually take the time out of our days to be informed 
and have true concerns about what happens in our 
neighborhoods? We respect and love this land. How 
will you preserve this for us?

65. Planners seem to have an agenda, catering to special 
interest groups, not responsive to park neighbors.

66. Planners have failed to provide an alternative that 
restores the land to a natural state and minimizes 
expensive improvements designed to attract tourists 
and outside groups.

67. Seeking many opinions on many options, a good 
thing.  The risk is that the plan becomes overly 
ambitious.

68. I think All Monterey County residents should be able 
to vote in an election on which alternative they would 
like.

69. Is this an area with relatively little nighttime light 
pollution? If so, I  personally would appreciate 
camping areas and some sort  of ranger program to 
facilitate star-watching. 

70. No. They are ruining a beautiful place and turning 
it into central city park. Go back to New York City 
planners.

71. Ditto to above. Well done!

72. Please keep the area as natural as possible

73. Proposing more development than desirable.

74. One area of improvement would be some sort of 
news letter discussing progress

75. “Please open at least a few existing golf cart paths 
to the public SOON. Also, at the same time, please 
open at least one set of public restrooms.

76. I hope the waiting public will not be denied access 
until every single issue is resolved and each and 
every decision made!!”

77. See comment above.

78. “Why can’t bicycles use the trail from Highway 1 to 
the river trail that allows bikes?

79. Garland park is an excellent example of mixed use 
with bicycles included.”

80. See above comment.

81. While I think the community participatory design 
is fantastic, I think MPRPD is failing to reach out or 
communicate with the full community.  The MPRPD 
email list is inadequate as many people use MPRPD 
facilities but may have never been to their website or 

registered for emails.  A remedy could be to involve 
the local schools/PTOs, or put up a sign in Carmel 
Valley Village or at Garland Ranch about the study 
and meetings.  It seems the audience (at least at the 
meetings) is demographically skewed.  

82. Infirmation including dates of meetings is not well 
known, thus much fewer attending

83. This process seems to be driven by some bizarre 
process to over think, over spend and simply do the 
unnecessary.

84. Very well done; however, survey responses render 
only statistics. Stats are a wee bit misleading as they 
are proving more and more often to be inaccurate.
Thus the suggestion above to add brief explanations 
what considerations are behind a no-check circle.  
Have I confused you enough?  email: nomoh8ing@
gmail.com  if you wish.   

85. The group you have brought in to advise you are 
urban planners. Ideas aren’t suitable for our area.

86. Saying the right things, but not responsive to 
community preferences.  The planners seem to want 
to turn this into an urban park rather than a rural/
natural park.

WORKSHOP #2 SURVEY - QUESTION 14
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